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ConnectionsTemple Emanu-El 

The Torah is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it



Saturday, September 1
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

Friday, September 7
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, September 8
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 AM  Bat Mitzvah of Frances 
Pangilinan
9:00 PM  Havdallah and Selichot Service

Wednesday, September 12
Erev Rosh Hashanah
6:00 PM  Family Alternative Service
8:00 PM  Erev Rosh Hashanah Service

Thursday, September 13
Rosh Hashanah Day
9:00 AM  Children's Service
10:00 AM  Rosh Hashanah Morning Service
1:00 PM  Community High Holy Day 
Service (open to all without charge)
5:00 PM  Tashlich Service & Picnic
		  (Oak Meadow Park)

Friday, September 14
Shabbat Shuvah
7:30 PM  Erev Shabbat Service

Sunday, September 16
1:00 PM  Kever Avot Service 
	 (Oak Hill Memorial Park)

Friday, September 21
Erev Yom Kippur
6:00 PM  Family Alternative Service
8:00 PM  Kol Nidre Service

Saturday, September 22
9:00 AM  Children's Service
10:00 AM  Yom Kippur Morning Service
4:30 PM  Yizkor & Neilah Service

Wedneday, September 26
6:00 PM  Bring Your Own Dinner
6:30 PM  Erev Sukkot Service in the Sukkah

Thursday, September 27
9:00 AM  Sukkot Morning Service/Yizkor

Friday, September 28
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, September 29
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

Wednesday, October 3
6:30 PM  Erev Simchat Torah Service
	 Consecration of New Students

Friday, October 5
6:30 PM  Potluck Dinner
7:15 PM  Erev Shabbat Family Service

Saturday, October 6
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 AM  Bat Mitzvah of Elyssa Hurwitz

(A complete listing of High Holy Day 
Services may be found on page  3.)

Schedule of Services

Jewel & Irv Altman; Ivan & Judie 
Aronson and Family; Gloria & 
Fred Ascher and Families; Charles 
Atlas; Evan, JoAnn and Marian 
Bergoffen; Mort & Barbara 
Berlant and Family; Allan & Judy 
Bernstein; Barry & Mary Cohen; 
Margaret Cooper; Marvin & Joan 
Fox; Herm & Beryl Greenberg; 
Steve & Arlene Greenberg; Robert 
& Joanne Hersch; Rubin & Arlene 
Jurman; David & Jyl Jurman; Mort 
& Marilyn Leiter; Don and Nancy 
Lesser; Ray & Bobi Levine and 
Family; Randy & Jackie 

Levinson; Rabbi Dana, Cheriel, Shira 
and Raya Magat; Bruce & Helen 
Matzner; Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Mintzer; 
Jerry & Sheri Prizant and Family; 
Harry & Marcia Ratner and Family; 
Wayne & Iva Rose; Fagie Rosen & 
Family; Sandra Rosenberg and Family; 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ross & Family; 
Paul & Janis Roth-Soto; JoAnn Shank 
& Family; Manny & Ginny Siegler; 
Cantor Intern Meeka and Dave 
Simerly Simon & Bee Silin; Mel & 
Sybil Sommer; Mike, Millie, Zach 
& Gregory Sprintz; Arthur & Kathy 
Zwern and Family.

Shanah 
Tova

May 5768 be
a good year for
you and yours.
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Sitting on the beach in Aptos, overlooking the beautiful 
coastline, I could not imagine a better way to start the first part 
of my sabbatical.  With the waves crashing against the shore, I 
began the process.

My goal was to clarify what sabbatical needs to be for 
the congregation and for me.  I knew I wanted to develop my 
skills as Temple Emanu-El’s Rabbi.  Working with my 
rabbinic coach, I took a personality assessment test 
and processed the results with him.  This helped me 
better understand the strengths and challenges of my 
personality.  As I begin this journey, it is obvious to me 
that this is, and will be, an eye-opening and humbling 
experience.  It is never easy to be completely hon-
est with oneself; it can be very scary, yet having this 
opportunity is truly a blessing.  I am so thankful that 
our Temple family believes so strongly in my ability to 
be your Rabbi that I am afforded the opportunity to 
become the best I can be.  Thank you.

Being raised in a Jewish home helped instill in me a tre-
mendous commitment to the Jewish community.  As much as 
this process requires some self-absorption, growth does not hap-
pen in a vacuum. Therefore, this journey must involve my family, 
friends and our community.  Having support and feedback from 
each of these groups is crucial to integrating what I am learning.

When we picked our theme for the High Holy Days and 

From the Rabbi

From the President
A Cheerleader at 72?  

I find myself wanting to get up and lead a cheer.  I am 
much too old for this, but please bear with me as I try to share my 
thoughts with you, my fellow congregants.  In 1956 my mother 
and I moved to San Jose from Gulfport, Mississippi.  True, we 
were joining my sister and brother-in-law here, yet we had much 
fear about how we would fit into a new community.  My family 
assured my mother, a recent young widow, that in the few years 
they had lived here they were delighted to be members of Temple 
Emanu- El.  My mother immediately joined the Temple, I returned 
to Newcomb College (the women's division of Tulane University) 
in New Orleans to complete my senior year and also to further ex-
plore a growing relationship with a great guy named Bob Krandel.  
A year later in 1957 Bob and I were married here by Rabbi Joseph 
Gitin ....... and the rest is history.

 Temple Emanu-El was the only synagogue in town at that 
time.  As a result of the population boom of the 1950's and 1960's, 
we grew to a very respectable 1200 families.  Many of our mem-
bers were new to the area; we all knew that if we wanted to meet 
other Jewish families, there was one place to go.  Temple Emanu-El 
was the heart and soul of Jewish life in the greater San Jose area 
in those days.  Sisterhood and Brotherhood events were huge and 
their memberships grew each year.  Our Religious School student 
body grew to 1100 - we were thriving.  However we were compla-
cent, never dreaming that other synagogues would be established 
and that our membership would erode over the years.  We were 
Temple Emanu-El and nothing could impede our growth - wrong!  
Our valley continued growing, but we did not heed the signs of the 
great need to protect our excellent, yet aging, facility.

 I am proud to tell you that we now have a Board of Trustees 

and an Endowment Committee that is going to make certain such 
complacency never happens again.  Our future as one of the pre-
mier Reform Jewish houses of worship in the south bay is a prior-
ity, and we are actively exploring ways to secure our future for the 
next generations.  No longer can we sit back and expect members 
to flock to our doors.  Do any of you know unaffiliated families 
who might enjoy the wonderful programming and religious educa-
tion available at Temple Emanu-El?  We need your help to find new 
members and have them join our Temple family.

 In my fifty-one years of active participation in Temple 
Emanu-El, I have never been prouder of our congregation than 
I am today.  We are a re-invigorated group of members who are 
continually attempting to be better than we were yesterday.  The 
energy and vitality that are so apparent are truly contagious.  Our 
Havurah program is thriving; the adult education events are excel-
lent and well attended; programming continues to grow to meet our 
congregants' needs and desires; our pre-school is so outstanding 
that we have won a notable community award and will be hosting 
a national professional conference this winter; our new youth group 
advisor will help us enhance the activities of our three youth groups; 
our Religious School is truly outstanding, etc. etc. etc.

Do I sound like a cheerleader?  Yes I do - and I want every 
one of you to understand how hard we are working to regain the 
status in our community that we once took for granted. 

We need more members!  My hope is that our High Holiday 
services will encourage more families to join with us as we contin-
ue to progress.  We need all of your help in this effort; and in doing 
so, I deeply hope you begin to feel the joy that comes with being 
part of your Temple family.  Then I hope all of you will want to join 

for this year’s school programs, Mishpacha (family), little did 
I know how wonderfully it would coincide with my  personal 
process.    I find it amazing how sometimes things just fit to-
gether  –  they make sense, it is as if they were meant to be. Yes, 
bescherrt. Sometimes things happen for a reason.  And, in this 
case, I am so thankful to have this opportunity to embrace the 

bescherrt of this moment. I look forward to spend-
ing time with you during this holiday season as we 
explore what Mishpacha really means to us.

Rosh Hashanah reminds us that everything 
has a process, that change is an essential element in 
everything, for without change, how would we grow?  
Our tradition has blessed us with the opportunity 
to see the bescherrt, to reconnect with our tradition, 
family and ourselves.

I couldn’t have conceived of a better way to 
begin my work, overlooking the Pacific Ocean, feeling 

that sense of kesher (connection) with the environment and my 
family.  It helped me reconnect with myself and become excited 
about Temple Emanu-El’s future.

May this New Year give each of us an opportunity to reflect 
on our identity; as individuals and as members or our families 
and the greater community, and bring us greater knowledge and 
understanding of all we seek.

L’Shana Tova U’metukah,
Rabbi  Dana L. Magat

continued on Page 3
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Meekantor's Kol Tuv
Shalom from Israel – Reflections on a magical moment

It is hard to believe that a full year has gone by so fast since 
I started my journey as Temple Emanu-El's Cantor Intern, and 
here we are, getting ready for one more cycle of High Holidays' 
choir practice and services.  Summer is a golden opportunity for 
reflections: for taking a moment to think, evaluate what was, is 
and will be; it is also a great time to allow ourselves to take some 
real time off, and rest our bodies, minds and souls.  

This is my experience of the ultimate, complete vacation 
(see photo attached):  

It is 5:45 a.m., the sun is slowly breaking through the 
mountains. I am not talking to anyone and no one is asking 
anything of me. TV is blissfully off; my cup of Turkish coffee is 
half full.  My feet are up on the table, and I am looking from 
the 6th floor of my balcony at The Ambassador Hotel in Eilat 
(Israel's southernmost city), at the most beautiful view of the 
Red Sea: the Gulf of Aqaba across the Jordanian border, palm 
trees surrounding two amazingly blue swimming pools below. A 
small boat is pulling a water-skier; I can see the beach and more 
palm trees of various kinds and sizes. I am getting almost too 
warm, the sun is now completely revealed: red, orange, purple 
and yellow are the dominant colors.  I'm almost done reading 
yet another novel by my favorite American contemporary author 
(Jodi Picoult), and it's almost time for 
breakfast at the hotel's restaurant.  
Complete and unbelievably festive 
breakfast meals are included in 
many hotels in Israel; I can smell 
fried onions and eggs. Children are 
laughing and 'spritzing' water at 
each other in the pool below, and I 
am already wiping the sweat off my 
forehead. 

Good morning Eilat, Boker 
Tov Yisrael.  Life is simply wonderful 
today!

Meeka Simerly, Cantor Intern

my squad of cheerleaders.  This is OUR Temple and we should be 
proud to belong to a congregation that so values each one of us.

At this time of year we take the opportunity to be introspec-
tive.  As Jews, it is important that we stand together to become 
strong.  We live in very difficult times, yet our strength comes from 
the love and caring we have for each other.  That is the essence of 
being part of a Temple family.  We at Temple Emanu-El are always 
available for you, through good and difficult times.  This is one time 
when we truly need each of you to help make our Temple all you 
want it to be. 

 May this New Year be one of peace and joy as we join to-
gether as an extended family to harken to the sounds of the Shofar.  
May those sounds stir our hearts to help us meet the goals of our 
daily lives.  On behalf of your Temple Board of Trustees, I wish all of 
you the very best for the year ahead.  

L'Shana Tovah. 
Ruth Krandel, President

(408) 264-5376 or (408) 266-3775
ruthkrandel@yahoo.com

2007/5768 High Holy Days 
Service Schedule

Services will be held at the Heritage Theatre in Campbell, 
unless otherwise noted.

Havdalah, Selichot 	 Saturday, September 8	
and Study			   at Temple Emanu-El
	   7:00 PM		  Study
	   8:00 PM		  Reception
	   9:00 PM 		  Havdalah and Selichot 
				    Service

Erev Rosh Hashanah	 Wednesday, September 12
	   6:00 PM		  Family Alternative Service 
	   8:00 PM		  Erev Rosh Hashanah 		
				    Service

Rosh Hashanah Day 	 Thursday, September 13
  	 9:00 AM			  Children’s Service 		
				    (Preschool - 2nd grade)
	 10:00 AM	  	 Rosh Hashanah Morning 		
				    Service 
  	 1:00 PM			  High Holy Day 			 
				    Community Service (open 	
				    to members and non-		
				    members)
	   5:00 PM		  Tashlich Service and 		
				    Picnic
				    at Oak Meadow Park

Shabbat Shuvah	 Friday, September 14
				    at Temple Emanu-El
	 7:30 PM			  Erev Shabbat Service and 	
				    Shabbat Shuvah

Kever Avot Service	 Sunday, September 16  
	  1:00 PM		  at Oak Hill Memorial 		
				    Park	

Kol Nidre		  Friday, September 21	
	   6:00 PM		  Family Alternative Yom 		
				    Kippur Service
	   8:00 PM		  Kol Nidre Service
	
Yom Kippur		  Saturday, September 22
	 9:00 AM			  Children’s Service 		
				    (Preschool - 2nd grade)
	 10:00 AM		  Yom Kippur Morning 		
				    Service
	 12:30 PM (approx.)	 Sermon Discussion with 		
				    Rabbi
	 1:00 PM  (approx)	 Social Action/Tikkun 		
				    Olam Discussion
	 2:00 PM			  Afternoon Healing Service  	
				    (with Haftarah)
	 3:30 PM			  Musical Interlude 
	 4:30 PM			  Yizkor and Neilah Service

From the President, continued

R O S H  H A S H A N A H

Y O M  K I P P U R
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Brotherhood News
At the August meeting, we discussed the calendar for this 

fiscal year’s social events and concluded that it was very impor-
tant to focus on events that bring our members together, as well 
as family-specific and social action programs with our youth 
and seniors.  As such, the first thing we are implementing is a 
Brotherhood-sanctioned ‘micro-outing’ plan.

As an example - I happen to love Asian art, and have 
been meaning to plan a trip in to San Francisco to visit the 
Asian Art Museum.  Is this something I would put on the official 
Brotherhood calendar?  No.  However, there may be a few of 
you out there who share my interest in this area, and would like 
to join me to make it a ‘day’ among ourselves 
and/or our families.  

Bob Levy, our tireless VP of Events, 
will create an evite and once a week, a 
Brotherhood email will be sent with a sum-
mary of all these events including links to the 
specific evite you might want to sign up for.  
Whatever your passion - concerts, art, movies, 
a day at the beach, model trains, skiing, a ball 
game, wine tasting - the sky is the limit here!  
Let Brotherhood be a way for you to find new 
connections between our members!  We need 
a minimum of 3 weeks to set these up, to check the calendar for 
available dates.

Next, it is with great pleasure that I can announce the acti-
vation of our new Distinguished Speakers Program - and what a 
list of speakers we have lined up!

Our first speaker is a real treasure and a tremendous honor 
for our Shul - Rabbi Lennard Thal, the Senior Vice President and 
Chief Development Officer of the Union for Reform Judaism 
(aka the Reform movement) and the number 2 man in the whole 
organization.  Rabbi Thal has generously accepted our offer to be 
a scholar-in-residence and speaker on December 8 and 9, only a 
few short days before the URJ Biennial in San Diego. 

We also have a night that will set your memories in 
full-gear, and give you a real taste of old-school Jewish life. Dr. 
Gabriella Safran, Associate Professor of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures at Stanford University, will be talking about Yiddish 
language, culture and music at Emanu-El in the spring. Here 

is your chance to learn why we say ‘oy gevalt’ and what some 
of those Yiddish phrases you hear around Temple really mean!  
More importantly, you will learn how Yiddish is not just a part of 
Jewish history.  It is a living language and a foundation of Jewish 
culture, music and art.  

Lastly, we have a panel of Holocaust activists coming to 
Emanu-El to talk about how they survived and resisted their 
individual genocides.  Note that I did not say the Shoah - there 
have been many genocides in the last 65 years - World War II, 
the Cambodian Killing Fields, the Bosnian ethnic cleansing and 
Darfur, among others.  We will have world-renowned speakers 
from these genocides coming to talk in a panel format about 
what they did to resist tyranny, fight back and survive these 
abominations of history.  

As you can see, we have some great speakers lined up - 
world-class, in fact - with more to come.   How much will it cost 
you to attend these remarkable events?

Nothing.
This is why you are members of our organization - so you 

can experience, learn and participate in opportunities like these, 
thanks to your dues payments.  Non-Brotherhood Emanu-El 
members will pay a nominal fee, and non-Temple members will 
pay a not-so-nominal-fee to attend these events.  

Please look for your annual membership letter in the 
mail - we would love to get our members renewed before the 
conclusion of High Holy Days.  Membership levels are at $54, 
$72 and $90 per year, each of which gives you different benefits 
and exclusive offers, to thank you for your membership. As one 
example, members at the $90 and above level will be part of an 
exclusive meet-and-greet with Rabbi Thal as well as our other 
speakers.   You can also renew your membership online at http://
www.templesanjose.org/groups/brotherhood_membership.htm

If you can afford to join at the $54 level (or higher) - 
please do so.  If you cannot afford to join at that level - write 
in an amount you can afford.  It’s that simple.  We welcome all 
Temple members to join us and please do tell your friends about 
Brotherhood, if you haven’t already.

Other activities we have planned through the year for our 
members (and their families, in some cases):   Ongoing Poker 
night, Bowling, Comedy Club excursions, Concerts, Nature hikes, 
Ski Trips, A Trip to Old Town Sacramento, Go Kart Racing, Canoe 
trips, Ocean Fishing, Sports Bar Excursions, Baseball/Football/
Hockey games...and a lot more. 

We are hoping to arrange activities with XYZ  and the 
youth groups.  We are making a $2000 commitment to fund 
Temple’s membership in PACT for Social Action activities, and 
hope to make Social Action a cornerstone of our work this year, 
again is funded by our dues and income.  

Last year’s donation of $10,000 for the Tree of Life 
Matching Fund turned into $40,000 for the Religious School 
building fund - we could never have done this without our paid-
up members and their dues, so thank you all for that (and to all 
of you who bought leaves and rocks!).

We have a tremendous year planned for you, our members.  
Please, be part of it by participating and making Brotherhood a 
meaningful part of your Temple life.

With all good wishes for a healthy and peaceful new year,
Jonathan (co-prez) Hirshon

Check out the Judaica Shop for all your 
Rosh Hashanah needs!

Cards, games, children’s books, honey 
dippers, and more.

profits help fund the many projects of the
Women of Temple Emanu-El

that support our Temple community

Open during regular office hours,
after the motzi on Friday nights,

and by special appointment.
Contact Peggy Frederick at 354-1084.
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Experience it all at the JCC! 
Check out our new Fall Program Guide at 
www.svjcc.org/programs 

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032 
408.358.3636 | www.svjcc.org 

JCC members receive discounts on programs! 

• Pool nights, barbecues, and family game nights 
 • Kabbalat Shabbat lunch for seniors 
 • Classes in Jewish history, music, genealogy, comedy 
    & more 
 • Melton Mini-School for adults seeking in-depth Jewish 
    learning 
 • State-of-the-art fitness center, aquatics center & tennis 
    courts 

During the month of August we had three very successful 
events.  We hope you were able to partake in them.

• The WOTE Summer Shabbat was held on August 10th in 
our beautiful patio.  Members of Sisterhood participated in 
the service by leading prayers and by sharing some of their 
favorite writings.  Judith Stubbs, our V.P. of Religion and 
Education gave a moving D'var Torah.  The service was lead 
by one of our favorite women of Temple Emanu-El, Meeka 
Simerly.  Following the service, we all enjoyed a delicious 
oneg provided by our women.  A big thank you to those 
who help make this a success.

• Our "Return to Rosh Chodesh," at the home of Lorie 
and Shari Kaplan, was wonderful.  Ten of us gathered 
for a spiritual and thought provoking evening.  It was 
appropriate for us to 'begin again' in the month of Elul, a 
month noted for beginnings.  Our next Rosh Chodesh will 
be on October 15th at 7 pm.     

• The Annual Temple Emanu-El End of Summer Barbeque 
was held at the SVJCC on August 19th.  It was a great 
day filled with delicious food and fun in the sun.  A big 
thank you to Brotherhood for manning the grill and to the 
Membership Committee and, of course our Sisterhood 
volunteers for helping make this day special.  Hope to see 
you all again next year.

Coming up
• The month of September brings with it our High Holy 

Days.  This year, WOTE is honored to coordinate the Break 
the Fast at the Heritage Theatre.  We are pleased to be 
in a location which makes it possible, and really looking 
forward to bringing back to our Temple community this 

sorely- missed tradition.  We are offering members of our 
congregation the opportunity to sponsor this occasion for 
$72.00.  If you are interested in doing so, please contact 
Anita Medeiros at 773-1410 or ajmedeiros@comcast.net.  
This mitzvah will count as your yearly oneg commitment, 
and will be recognized in the High Holy Day handouts and 
in the October bulletin.    

• On September 14th the Women of Temple Emanu-El will 
participate in the Temple's Installation of Officers.

• October 11th will be our next Sisterhood meeting.  Join us 
for a potluck dinner meeting at 6pm.

• October 15th will be our next Rosh Chodesh at the home 
of Lorie and Shari Kaplan.  Space is limited to 10 women, 
so call Lorie and make your reservation now.

We are happy to announce that two women stepped up 
to the plate to volunteer for WOTE.  Nani Noverita is our new 
WOTE Board Representative on the Religious School Committee 
and will be the new assistant to our Religious School Festivals 
Chairwoman.  Ester Burton has agreed to chair the WOTE por-
tion of the Temple's Open House Shabbat again.  Thanks, ladies!

The WOTE calendar is posted on the internet at 
http://calendar.yahoo.com/wote2001  Please, visit it often. 

The WOTE membership drive has begun.  So far, we have 
99 paid up members.  My goal this year is to make it to 200.  
Please help by sending back your membership pledge today.  

WE WELCOME YOUR SUPPORT!
Anita Medeiros, President

Women of Temple Emanu-El

eScrip...Remember in 
September

Remember * By becoming an eScrip supporter you are staying 
connected to Temple in a special way.
Remember * By shopping and eating at eScrip merchants you 
are helping  Temple achieve our fund-raising goals. (I can mail 
you a list of participating merchants.)
Remember * There is no cost to you, no scrip to buy, no receipts 
to collect.
Remember * It's easy; it makes a difference; you have to shop 
and eat. 
Remember * Your everyday purchases add up to $$$$ for Temple.  
Remember * THIS IS NOT ROCKET SCIENCE!              

If you have not already registered with eScrip, go to www.
escrip.com, click on "sign-up" and follow the instructions. 
Temple's ID# is 136985180. Or call me and I'll sign you up from 
my computer. From January-April of this year our 247 supporters 
have earned almost $1,400 for Temple. Thank you! 

PLEASE NOTE: Safeway is again asking all of us to renew 
our Safeway cards. I am in the process of doing the job for everyone.

L'Shana Tovah! May we all be blessed with good health, 
peace and the desire to become more involved in our Temple family.

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator
408.267.4563
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Religious School Corner

Nancy Weintraub
VP Education, Youth, and 
Ritual
nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net
650-694-4604

Paula Marsh
Religious School Principal
school@templesanjose.org
408-292-3223

Beth Roellig
School Admin
408-292-3223

Think. Care. Belong.

For more information or to schedule a personal tour call 
(408) 984-6700 or email admissions@yavnehdayschool.org.

Come to our K-8 Open House
Sunday, November 4, 3 pm to 5 pm

Yavneh Day School
14855 Oka Road, #100 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 
www.yavnehdayschool.org

CAIS accredited
Schechter affiliated
Beneficiary of the Jewish   

   Federation of Silicon Valley

•
•
•

Learn how a Yavneh education can benefit your child!

Opening Day and New Beginnings
September is a month filled with exciting new beginnings.  

The first event will be on September 9th, the first day of Hebrew 
School and Religious School.  And only three days later on 
September 12th will be Erev Rosh Ha Shanah, the beginning of 
the New Year for our Religious School families and Jews all over 
the world.  L’Shanah Tovah to all of you.  We are looking forward 
to a fulfilling and creative year for all returning and new students 
in Religious School.

There will be no student enrollment on September 9th.  
If you have not already enrolled your child/ren for Religious 
School, please do so as soon as possible so they can attend 
school on Opening Day.

Opening Day Schedule
8: 15 AM	 Brotherhood Pancake Breakfast
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM	 Mandatory Parent Participation 		
	 Meeting
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM	 If you can’t make the first parent meet	
	 ing, you can attend at this time.  You 	
		  only need to attend one meeting!	

The Family Participation program is continuing this school 
year.  All families are asked to spend a minimum of 6 participa-
tory hours between September 2007 and May 2008.  Each family 
who attends one the mandatory parent meetings listed above 
will earn one of these hours.

Vital information about the upcoming school year will be 
presented at the meetings.  It will also be the time so check over 
your personal information on class rosters, get class snack lists, 
find out about the Rhinestone Cowboy Class Basket guides, 
Shabbat in Nature and other classroom information.

Class Schedule for September 9th
9:00 - 10:00 AM	 Hebrew School (Aleph through Dalet)
10:15 AM - 12:30 PM	 Religious School (Preschool through 	
	 7th Grade)
10:15 - 10:30 AM:	 Welcome back assembly - T’fillah in 		
	 the Sanctuary
11:15 AM - 12:30 PM	 Shalom Chaverim

Mishpacha
Our theme for Religious School this year is Mishpacha, or 

family (mishpachot = families), so we would like each family to 
bring in one photo to add to our Religious School bulletin board 
on the first day of school.

New Teachers
We have three wonderful new teachers to welcome to the 

Religious School this year.
• Suellen Haggerty is our new Grade 4 teacher.  Suellen is 

the mother of two students in Religious School, Jacqueline 
and Isabel.  She has been a member of the Religious School 
Committee and was a substitute teacher for us last year.  
Suellen was also responsible for managing our successful 
“Chai Circle,” helping the Religious School raise almost 
$3,000 to pay off the school building fund.

• Hila Bar-Zion is our new Grade 5 teacher.  Hila is a full 
time graduate student in speech pathology at San Jose 
State University.  Hila was born in Israel, but was raised 
in California.  Although her parents reside in Southern 

California, many of her extended family live in Israel and 
Hila speaks Hebrew fluently.  She taught Bet Hebrew at 
a synagogue in Southern California while obtaining her 
undergraduate degree.  We will be seeing a lot of Hila at 
Temple Emanu-El this year because she is also our new 
youth group advisor.

• Molly Guadiamos is our new Dalet teacher. Molly 
is the mother of two Religious School students, Isabella 
and Ariela, and was a member of the Religious School 
Committee.  Last year, Molly taught the Adult Bet Hebrew 
class on Sunday mornings.  She is also a full time Spanish 
teacher at Monta Vista High School in Cupertino.

Please join us in giving a warm welcome to our wonderful 
new teachers and thankful welcome to all of our fabulous return-
ing teachers.

Room Parents Needed
Thanks to all families for supporting your child’s class-

room.  The teachers appreciate your child arriving promptly and 
ready for learning and fun.  Some grades are still in need of room 
parents.  If you are able to provide this important service, please 
contact Robin Hurwitz at 408-257-2583 or  travelmaven@gmail.
com.  Room parent families earn 5 Family Participation Hours.

We look forward to seeing all Religious School students 
and families on September 9th.  Always feel free to contact the 
Religious School Office if you have any questions or we can be of 
any further help.
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Preschool Notes

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/
Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070
 

Office 408.741.1111
Direct 408.741.1174 ext.604
Fax    408.741.7076
Cell    408.781.8624www.gloriaascher.com

We begin our new school year with full enrollment, fond 
memories of a wonderful summer and the excitement of a new 
school year.

	 Our summer was filled with crazy hair days, bounce 
houses, water play, picnic lunches, special Shabbat helpers (Miss 
Jane, Miss Deborah and Miss Marcy all joined in over the sum-
mer), Cantor Meeka and her infectious smile and the return of 
the much missed Rabbi Magat.  We said goodbye to more than 
30 children and we are welcoming in just as many.

	 This school year will bring an exciting event to Temple 
Emanu-El and to Temple Emanu-El Preschool.  Our preschool 
was asked to host the 2008 National Conference of Early 
Childhood Educators-Reform Judaism in January. This confer-
ence, though hosted by the preschool, is a wonderful example of 
the teamwork that is shown on a daily basis at Temple Emanu-El.  
Rabbi Magat and Cantor Meeka will each play a key part in the 
conference workshops and Rabbi Magat will work with Rabbis 
from Congregation Emanu-El in San Francisco at the installation 
of the ECE-RJ board and havdallah.

	 We decided on the title "B'ruchim Ha-ba'im"  Opening 
our Communities, Opening our Hearts, Opening our Minds and 
Opening our Doors.  The main topic of our conference will be 
respect and inclusion.  The conference attendees will come to 
Temple Emanu-El for Shabbat services and a tour of our school 
building on January 11, 2008.  We are all excited to show the 
country what makes Temple Emanu-El Preschool so special.

Wishing you all a peaceful and happy New Year.
			   Barbara Smead
			   Preschool Director

Save the Date:

Fall Shabbat in Nature - October 27
“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings.

Nature’s peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees.“ 
- John Muir

Saturday, October 27, 2007
Alum Rock Park
Meet at 10:00 am. 
Minyan starts at 10:30 am

Join us for hiking, Torah study, singing, 
and a potluck lunch.
Pick up a flyer with a map and complete details from the Shalom 
Table, the Temple office, or the Religious School Office. 
For more information and to RSVP please call Nancy at 650-694-
4604 (nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net) or Ginny at 408-993-1139 
(ginny032849@yahoo.com). 

Nancy Weintraub
VP Education, Youth, and 
Ritual
nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net
650-694-4604

Paula Marsh
Religious School Principal
school@templesanjose.org
408-292-3223

Beth Roellig
School Admin
408-292-3223

VIDEOGRAPHY SERVICES • PHOTO TO VIDEO MONTAGES
Weddings • Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • Special Events

Best
Videographer

Andy Hirsch • 408-206-6505
www.blue-moon-productions.com

“We appreciate your vote of confidence in our videography services.”

Youth Group:
Introducing Hila BarZion

I am the new youth 
group advisor at Temple 
Emanu-El.  I will be work-
ing with Noar (grades 4-6), 
Kadima (grades 7 & 8) and 
EESY (Emanu-El Senior 
Youth, the high school stu-
dents).

The opportunity to 
work with pre-teens and 
teen-agers is very exciting 
as well as challenging. It is 
my hope to help the Temple 
Emanu-El youth groups 
grow and develop.  I am inspired by those who make a difference 
in the world and thankful to those who have shaped and influ-
enced my life.  I feel it is the right time for me to help those who 
are at an important time in their lives.  More than just organizing 
events, I hope to help these students establish strong friendships 
and connections; confidence in themselves and their beliefs; and 
develop a stronger understanding of their minds and feelings.  

A little about me personally: I was born in Israel and speak 
Hebrew fluently. I grew up in Southern California, and complet-
ed my general education at the local community college.  During 
that time, I taught second year Hebrew in a Reform congrega-
tion. I moved north three years ago to complete my undergradu-
ate degree in speech pathology at San Jose State University.  I am 
currently working on my Master’s Degree.  During my first year 
in graduate school, I was president of the SJSU Chapter of the 
National Student Speech Language Hearing Association.

 I wish all of you a healthy and happy holiday… Shanah 
Tovah U’Metukah.  I look forward to meeting many of you through 
the year. Feel free to contact me at barzion@hotmail.com.

September Youth Group Events:
Sunday 9/9, 12:30-2:00 PM  Senior Youth Group Meeting
Wednesday, 9/19, 4:00 - 6:00 PM, Pizza & Game Night
	 (4th-7th grades)
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Meet our Members
Charles Atlas

 Charles Atlas has the 
distinction of being the Temple 
Emanu-El member with the 
longest continuous member-
ship, which will be 90 years when 
he celebrates his birthday this 
December.  Charles joked that he 
was literally born into the temple 
because his parents, Morris and 
Elsie Atlas, and his grandparents 
on his father's side were already 
established temple members. His 
ties to the temple ran even deeper 
in that his great uncle, Sigmund 

Eisner, had been the first secretary of the Bickur Cholim Society, 
as the congregation was originally called. 

Charles was raised on Martin Ave., not far from the tem-
ple's current location, although during his youth, the synagogue 
was located on 3rd and San Antonio.  He laughingly recalled that 
his family took up an entire bench in the sanctuary and since the 
benches were hard oak, his grandfather had a special, extra long 
cushion made so the family could sit comfortably during services.  

Charles' grandfather, Jacob Atlas, had an auto wrecking 
business in downtown San Jose and his lot often included the 
used cars from Sarah Winchester, of Winchester Mystery House 
fame. Jacob also worked as a contractor who built commercial 
buildings and homes in the San Jose area.   If you head east 
along the Alameda past Race street and turn right, you will find 
yourself on Atlas Ave, the street built and named for Charles' 
family. 

Charles graduated from Cal Berkeley in 1940.  During col-
lege, he worked in retail men's clothing, which he would have 
stayed in, but he wanted to do more for the war effort.  In 1942, 
he worked at the shipyard on Mare Island and ultimately enlisted 
in the Navy as a seaman.  He was on the USS Sirona, an attack 
cargo ship where he ran the ship's supply store.  Although he 
was never in battle, he was up and down the China coast, the 
Philippines and the South Pacific.

 When Charles returned home in 1946, he established 
a business in San Francisco called, Parties Inc, whose slogan 
was, "Be a guest at your own party." He staged parties with 
interesting and unique themes and he handled everything from 
the design of the invitations to flower selection, location stag-
ing, catering, and music. His business was featured in Coronet 
Magazine because it was so unusual at the time.  

Charles had plans to grow what was becoming a very 
successful enterprise, but he gave it up when his father became 
ill and needed someone to run his insurance agency.  Charles 
returned to San Jose where he married and raised his two sons, 
Mark and Ted, and ultimately founded his own insurance busi-
ness, which he ran for 42 years.  He was proud to report that his 
clients, many of whom were temple members, stayed with him 
throughout all his years in business.

 In the mid-1980's, Charles was hired by the upscale Royal 
Cruise line to be a passenger host/dance partner for the many 
single, divorced and widowed women who vacationed alone on 
the cruises.   Charles, himself now a widower, had always been 
a good dancer and the job gave him a chance to go on a cruise 
twice a year, meet new people and travel the world.  He stayed 

with the Cruise line for nine years.
Charles remains active at Temple Emanu-El.  He still at-

tends services on occasion and he volunteers every Friday in 
the temple office.  His family is also important to him and he is 
a proud grandfather of four and a great grandfather of two, the 
second of whom was just born on August 2, 2007.  

At the end of our meeting, I found myself wishing I had 
more time to talk and a much longer column to capture more of 
the fascinating stories of this warm and charismatic member.   

				    Lynn Offenhartz
		  For the Membership Committee

Meet our Members, continued

Luckys/Albertsons/Luckys - How 
does it affect us?

The Community Partners Card is back!
Help Sisterhood continue improve our Temple Library
Now, when you shop at Lucky's, we can earn money 

- just by using their Community Partners Card.

 Join the small number of our congregants who are 
already contributing in this painless way.

Sign up on the first day of school.

Thank yous
  To those of you who responded to our Yahrzeit update request.  
Staff was overwhelmed at the number of congregants who 
replied.  We are happy to have entered many new names into our 
Yahrzeit register - names of people important to you.

  To Bee Silin for the lovely silver items that will make our 
Oneg and Holiday tables look so much more beautiful.

  To our XYZ ('Xtra Years of Zest) auxiliary, that generously 
sponsored the successful music program following Shabbat 
Services on Friday, August 17.  The program, organized by Cantor 
Intern Meeka Simerly and performed so beautifully by Peter 
Gelfand and the San Jose String Quartet provided us with a 
wonderful introduction to and entry into our weekly Shabbat 
observance.  The peace and tranquility that came over those of 
us who listened to the music imbued us with the true spirit of 
Shabbat.

 To Alan Weissberger for his generosity and support 
of the Levin Learning Center renovation (you'll see a room 
dedicated to his father), his twenty leaves on the Tree of Life 
that compounded with the Brotherhood matching challenge 
grant, and for his generous contribution that will allow the Ritual 
Committee's to repair and replace many of the aging ritual items 
we use on the bemah each week throughout the year.  Your 
actions, Alan, are admirable.  Thank you!
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The Dues Committee has a new identity: the Membership 
Commitment Committee. The first and most obvious change is 
the new name as the committee redefines itself.  The synagogue 
provides a broad range of services that support our heritage, 
religious beliefs, and spirituality through religious school for chil-
dren, adult education, ritual, life cycle events, social events, etc.

	 All Temple members commit to supporting all these 
activities for the good of the entire synagogue membership, 
whether individuals take advantage of these activities or not.  If 
they only attend High Holy Days services and nothing else, if 
their children attend religious school and participate in noth-
ing more, member financial commitment still must support all 
Temple programs and activities.  (Of course, it would be wonder-
ful if everyone took advantage of what is offered here.)  This is 
similar to all of us paying property taxes that are used for civil 
services, but not everyone uses everything.

	 The Committee established guidelines to help members 
determine at which level they can commit to supporting the 
Temple.  Instead of asking for specific amounts, the Committee 
developed levels of giving from "Basic" at $1800 per year for a 
family and $900 per year for a single member to "Sustaining" 
level at $2100, family and $1050, single.  There are five additional 
levels, with the highest being "Benefactor" at $5,000 or more 
each year.  We recognize that not everyone's financial situation 
allows them to pledge at these levels.  We simply ask each mem-
ber to do the best they are able.

Each member family received a list describing these levels 
when commitment requests were sent out in May.  The response 
has been very encouraging.  Many of you raised your commit-
ments to the "Basic" level and beyond.  For this, the Committee 
thanks you.

We acknowledge the following congregants who committed 
to the "Sustaining" level and above for the 2007-2008 fiscal year.

Again, thank you for your dedication to the Temple and its 
mission to support the role of Judaism in our lives.

 Robert Hersch, Chair
Membership Commitment Committee

Michael & Evann Aronoff
Fred & Gloria Melmon Ascher
Mark & Miriam Atlas
Abby Perr Baker
Marvin & Bonnie Bamburg
Mildred Bloom
Edward & Marjorie Cahn
Michael and Ruth Cahn
Humberto and Andrea Chacon
Dawn Chaffin
Jim and Patty Dworkin
Mark and Bette Emanuel
Joseph and Armeda Fischer
Bruce & Cindy Fox
Neil & Nancy Frank
Grace Freiberg
Joel & Marci Gerston
Larry & Elisa Gerston
Jeff & Lori Ghan
Clarence Goldfinger
Martin & Julia Goldstein
Marvin & Bobbye Gorenberg
Uri & Judith Gottfeld
David and Cheryl Graubart
Philip & Roma Green
Enrique & Molly Guadiamos
Bob and Rhonda Hansen
Bob and JoAnne Hersch
Jonathan & Diane Hirshon
Jeff & Pam Hoffman
Glenn Holt & Jill Jacobson
Daniel & Tammy Isaacs
Bennett & Deborah Jacobstein
Eric & Martha Jepsky
Jerald Josephs & Deborah Ong
Berri & Teri Kane
Gary & Janet Katz
James & Pamela Kochman
Steve & Shari Krandel

Jeffrey & Karen Krupp
John Braunreuther & Amy Lambert
Dan & Shirley Lee
Ty & Karen Levine
Byron Lilly & Nancy Weintraub
Ron Mandel & Sharon Gendel
Tom & Bonnie Marantette
Arthur Messinger
Peter Miller
George Mirth & Linda Blauner
Julie Moore
Bill Mowry & Linda Panikoff-Mowry
Arthur & Lynn Napolitano
Robert & Maggie Newman
Greg & Mimi Paulsen
Bill Poor
Marc & Joy Powell
Michael & Cherie Ravel
Sally Ravel
David & Harriet Reisner
Wayne & Iva Rose
Paul & Janis Roth-Soto
Stan & Cathy Rubin
Andrew & Amy Sandler
Bernardo & Judith Saucedo
Wolfgang & Donna Schaechter
Ralph & Sara Schmitt
Manny & Ginny Siegler
Eric & Kelly Snider
Michael & Millie Sprintz 
Greg & Sharon Turetzky
Gary & Tina Virshup
Brad Wall & Ginny Hoffman
Andrew Weinberg & Lynn Offenhartz-
Weinberg
Doris Vela
Gordon & Barbara Weingarten
Joel & Joelle Wolf
Arthur & Kathryn Zwern

Membership Commitment Committee

Aaron & Evelyn Berman
Bert & Barbara Berns
Sheldon and Marjorie Blickman
Henia Burman
Bob and Maggie Cant
Barry & Mary Cohen
Rick and Doris Davis
Joe and Laura Decker
Clayton and Sandy Feldman
Marvin & Joan Fox
Robert and Ruth Fox
Bruce & Peggy Frederick
Joe & Michelle Gabriel
Gerry & Suzanne Boxer Gassman
Lawrence Goldberg
Margie Goodman
Steve & Arlene Greenberg
Lorna Hornby
Michael Kelly & Jill Huchital
Helen Ibsen
Rubin & Arlene Rubin
Kolder Kathryn
Ruth Krandel
Morton & Marilyn Leiter

Sydney & Peggy Levin
Oda Livchitz
Joan Lowry
Michael & Dawn Malter
David Mimeles & Helen Dietz
Robert & Wanda Pollack
Harry & Marcia Ratner
Myra Reinhard
Joseph & Marcia Riggio
Bernard & Ruth Rosenberg
Michael & Annie Rubenstein
Richard & Eleanor Rusnak
James Heerwagen & Hilary Schneider
Russell & Maureen Schneider
Perry Segal & Michelle Indianer
Jay & Jenny Shain
JoAnn Shank
Sally Siegel
Lonna Smith
Sidney & Rosalie Sogolow
Belinda Suntop
Bill & Ilana Westerman
Dan & Laura Winter
Sherman & Lois Zell

In addition, we would like to acknowledge those Temple members who responded 
to the temple's needs many years ago and stepped up to become Life members 
in a one-time program.  They provided the temple with much needed financial 
assistance at a difficult time and continue to be significant temple supporters.

Sustaining - Gold Level

Platinum - Benefactor

Entertainment Books will be
available this month.  

They make great holiday gifts for friends and family.   
Books will be available in the main office

and the Judaica Shop. 
Call Burt Epstein (268-2721) for special orders.

Bernard Axelrad
Elsa Gordon
Philip & Susan Hammer
Sherman & Bettey Naymark

Michel Stein
Cecil & Nanette Weintraub
Geraldyne Witkin
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Home of Peace
A Cemetery and Mausoleum

South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, 
Mausoleum and Columbarium.

Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Wayne Rose, Administrator
408-297-3636

Founded 1853
Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El of San Jose

The cemetery is located at Monterey Highway and Curtner Avenue.

“It would be my 
pleasure to be your 

Realtor!”

Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES)
Quality Service Certified (QSC)

Mary Cohen

(408) 981-2955 Cell

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals,  a donation  will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow.

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA
Estate Planning – Elder Law – General Practice

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite  B
San Jose, CA 95128

Phone: 408-244-4992

Email: attderryl@comcast.net
Derryl H. Molina
Attorney at Law

Tickets for the
San Jose Jewish Film Festival

go on sale September 10th.
The festival runs October 14 - November 14.

For more information, check out
http://www.sjjff.org/

Help Support Our Students’ 
Creativity While You Save

Gift Check Books - On Sale Now - $12.00
Good immediately and until 12/08

Proceeds help provide our School Art Supplies
Available in the Gift Shop and at the Sisterhood 

Table on the first day of school.

We welcome the following families who have 
recently joined our congregation:

Darren and Michele Seaton (Harrison, Noel and Aislin)
Brian and Shelly Ota (Austin)

Brian Schwartz 

Yes! I want to place my order for:
# of leaves ______ @ $218 = __________
# of small rocks ______ @ $500 = ______
# of large rocks_______@$750 = _______
Enclosed is my check made out to Temple Emanu-El.
Inscription:
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Donations
Thank you to the following congregants and friends who have remembered Temple Emanu-El with their generous contributions.  
Donations made after August 3, 2007 will be listed in the October issue of Connections.
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of Rabbi Magat 
	 Bill and Gabrielle Mimeles
	 Mark and Lynette Tannen
	 Marge Cooper
	 Stephen and Laura Cooper
	 Simon and Bee Silin
In memory of Mollie Siegler
	 Ginny and Manny Siegler
In memory of Anna and Joseph Shanske, Morris and 
Hilda Altman and Susan Parnell 
In honor of Seema and Bob Jaffee's 65th wedding 
anniversary and Seema's Birthday
In honor of Rita Seldon's 75th birthday
	 Jewel and Irv Altman
In memory of Max Sachs
	 Seema and Bob Jaffee
In memory of Joseph Tannenbaum
	 Ellen Terrell
In memory of Ben Teitelbaum
	 Myra Reinhard
In memory of Sidney J. Gambord
	 Wanda and Robert Pollack
In memory of Claire Rosenberg
	 Sid and Doris Rosenberg
Donation
	 The Villages Jewish Group
	 Mark and Gail Cahn
		
General Fund
In memory of Jay Forster
	 Susan Bedolla
	 Bernard and Pearl Director
In memory of Solomon Miller
	 Golda Miller 
In memory of Eva Levi
	 Wanda and Robert Pollack
In memory of Goldie Zasloff
	 Elias Zasloff
Donation
	 Henry and Debra Watkins
	 Leonid Eliosov
	 Mark and Bette Emanuel

Alvin Ravel Memorial Garden Fund
In memory of Sam Fishoff
	 Bob, Rhonda, Nicole and Rachel Hansen 	
In memory of Herbert Ravel
	 Arlene Ravel

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Donation
	 David Mimeles and Helen Dietz
		

Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund

In memory of Ann Orloff Cahn
	 Margie and Ed Cahn

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification 
Fund
In memory of Lottie Berman
	 Elaine Flynn
In memory of Morris Hirsch
	 Marcia and Harry Ratner
In memory of Edith Stern Kovnat and Betty 
Richtenstein
Happy Birthday to Rita Seldon
	 Frances Powell
In memory of George Rosen
	 Peggy Rosen
In memory of Naomi Wolff, Joseph Rudin and Samuel 
Rudin
	 Ilean Rudin
In memory of Jacob Berman
	 Aaron and Evelyn Berman

JoAnne Tehrani Homeless Fund
Donation
	 Idle Hour Group

Lollie Brickner Fund
In memory of Jack Rotofsky
	 Mark and Gayle Lutvak

Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund
In honor of Susanne Tucker Oken's Birthday
In honor of Carol and Jeffery Martin's 25th Wedding 
Anniversary
	 Jill Carroll 

Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
In memory of Jeannette Waxman
	 Eugene and Marilyn Handloff
		
Prayerbook Tribute Fund
In memory of Lynn Glass
	 Marvin and Joan Fox

Betty Rinsler Religious School Fund
In memory of Morris Rinsler
In memory of Morris Jacobs
	 Leo Rinsler and Family
In memory of Helen Matzner's Brother, Lionel 
Gillston
	 Leo Rinsler and Sandy Paller

Religious School Fund
In memory of David Levin
	 Sydney Levin
In memory of Elizabeth Green
	 Philip and Roma Green
In memory of Abraham Taitelman

	 Ronald and Elaine Cornelison
	
Levin Learning Center Fund
In memory of Charles Galin
	 Clayton and Sandra Feldman
In memory of Millie Penner
	 Herm and Beryl Greenberg
In memory of Joseph Lerner 
	 Carol Lerner
In memory of Stefanie Newhouse
	 Steve and Dena Horeff
In memory of Jay Forster
	 Maureen Ellenberg
	 Gary and Janet Katz
In memory of Mark Goldstein, Lilly Levine and Sarah 
Ruby
	 Bobi and Ray Levine
In memory of Allen Siegel
	 Judith Siegel
In memory of Ruth E. Jeffe
	 JoAnne and Robert Hersch
In memory of Edward Cant and Naomi Mayer
	 Bob and Maggie Cant

Donation
	 Daniel and Beatrice Brodovsky
	 David and Susana Cahn
	 Elaine and Ronald Cornelison
	 Neil and Nancy Frank
	 Suellen Haggerty
	 Stuart and Sarah Johnson
	 Gary and Melissa Katz
	 Mike Krown and Steve Reiss
	 Bob and Judy Levy
	 Byron Lilly and Nancy Weintraub
	 Ralph and Sara Schmitt
	 Norma Cohn
	 Michael and Millie Sprintz
	 Robert Teeter and Michelle Geary
	 David and Ilene Tucker
	 Gregory and Sharon Turetzky 
	 David and Janet Berg
	 Allan and Judith Bernstein
	 Jim and Patty Dworkin
	 Richard and Beverly Ferman
	 Joel and Marci Gerston
	 Philip and Roma Green
	 Carol Hoffman
	 Ray and Bobi Levine
	 Ethel Ress
	 Bernie and Judith Saucedo
	 Hilary Schneider and James Heerwagen
	 Roberta Friedman and Leslie Kornblum
	 David and Esther Reiser
	 Peter Cocotas and Kathryn Sucher

New classes are starting this month, including Gimel 
Hebrew (intermediate conversation), Jewish Ethics (with Cantor 
Unterman), Judaism’s Response to some of the Great Questions 
of Existence (Rabbi Magat’s first mini-series), and more.  The 
flyer with the course descriptions and times was included with 
your High Holiday tickets.  Additional copies will be available on 
September 9th (the first day of Sunday School).  The flyer is also 
accessible online, as well as from the School and administrative 
offices.  As always, there is a reduced rate for Temple members, 
but our classes are open to all, so feel free to bring a friend. 

We are in the second year of a two-year Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah program, but if you are interested in pursuing this life 
cycle event beginning in Fall 2008, please contact Marcy Weiss.  

Rabbi Magat and Rabbi Aron from Congregation Shir Hadash 
co-teach the Introduction to Judaism class, a year-long program 
which begins after the High Holy Days.  Classes alternate be-
tween the two synagogues and cover the range of Jewish belief, 
holidays, history and life cycle events.  

This year will see three Diaspora Dinners (November, 
January and May) featuring the cuisine and history of Jews in 
the British Commonwealth, Indigenous Africa and the American 
West.  This exciting program is offered in cooperation with 
Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood.  Lunch and Learn/Torah Study 
will also continue on alternating Wednesday afternoons.  We 
welcome new faces at these informal study sessions (bring your 
own lunch; drinks provided).

Adult Education News
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Annie Rubenstein
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070

South Building

Office 408.741.1111 Ext. 309
Direct 408.913.7909
Cell 408.914.8037
arubenstein@apr.com
annier1@comcast.net

apr.com

Make Your Event

Whether your occasion is intimate or grand, elegant or
outrageous, we transform the space in any venue into a
larger than life experience. We work with you to create
the perfect theme—as your professional designer,
decorator, and balloon artist we take your challenges and
make it your success!

Relax and let us make you feel like a guest at your own event!
www.ambdesigns.com

Call your Event Designer, Amy Blach, CBA
408-942-0852

Classic
Balloon Décor

Sculptures
Custom

centerpieces
Special Effects

Mitzvahs WeddingsAny Special
Occasion

Birthdays: Following are September congregational birthdays and anniversaries.  If your name isn’t listed here, it is because we 
don’t have it on record.  Please be in touch with the office to provide us correct information.  
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all of you.  May you be blessed with a year of goodness and fulfillment.

September Birthdays
1 	 Veronika Agranov Dafoe 
3	 Ellen Boisier
4	 Leonard Schreibstein
5	 Stacey Dedering
	 Tammy Isaacs
	 Blanche Schwartz
8	 Elias Zasloff
9	 Gertrude Lepler
	 Michael Malter
	 Monique Mighdoll
	 Betty Yules
10	 Marc Terziev
	 David Mighdoll
	 Martin Seldon
11	 Shelli Dorf
	 Diane Hirshon
	 Walter Saltzman
	 Perry Segal
	 Gary Virshup
12	 Bernard Rosenberg
14	 Eric Jepsky
	 Amy Sandler
15	 Sandy Epstein
	 Laura Jacobson
	 Ted Lavine
17	 Bernice Green
18	 Jeanne Bronstein
	 Milly Segal
	 Harold Welch
19	 Marvin Bamburg
	 Stephanie Croce
20	 Clayton Feldman
21	 Susan Kostant
22	 Jay Cohen
	 Kim Jackman

	 Gina Kaufman
	 Andrew Sandler
	 Sara Schmitt
24	 Cheriel Magat
	 Doris Vela
	 Barbara Weingarten
25	 Bert Berns
	 Armeda Fischer
	 Joan Fox
	 Melissa Katz
	 Ruth Rosenberg
	 Linda Silverman
	 Janet Wood
27	 Anna Given
28	 Janis Roth-Soto
29 	 Claire Barnhart
	 Martin Goldstein
	 Marvin Gorenberg
30	 Connie Carr
	 Arlene Greenberg
	 Beryl Greenberg
25	 Bernard Axelrad
	 Risa Jacobson 
	 Rosalie Sogolow
26	 Robert Fox
	 Michelle Katcher
	 Wayne Rose
27	 John Braunreuther
	 Marcia Riggio
	 Stephen Sedler
28	 Ken Hoffman
30	 Jim Dworkin
31	 Emery Fabri
	 Maggie Newman
	 Norma Slavit
	 Cecil Weintraub

September Anniversaries
1	 Mike and Leslie Saviage
	 David and Michelle Wolf-Bloom
3	 Ivan and Judie Aronson
	 Steve and Arlene Greenberg
	 Enrique and Carol Jevons
	 George Mirth and Linda Blauner
	 Stan and Cathy Rubin
4	 Philip and Susan Hammer
	 Cecil and Nanette Weintraub
6	 Ron and Kristi Blumstein
	 Martin and Julia Goldstein
	 Arthur and Kathryn Zwern
7	 Joel and Joelle Wolf
9	 David and Eileen Gitin
	 James and Gina Kaufman 
10	 Steve and Kim Jackman
11	 Michael and Cherie Ravel
12	 Jonathan and Diane Hirshon
	 John Braunreuther and Amy Lambert
13	 Eric and Joyce Mendel
14	 Gene and Iris Alberts
15	 Wolfgang and Donna Schaechter
18	 Bernard and Stephanie Kotlier
21	 Robert Teeter and Michelle Geary
24	 Uri and Judith Gottfeld
25	  Larry and Karen Hirsch
27	 Arthur and Judy Stein
29	 Stephen and Jill Wernick
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Greetings to our friends at
Temple Emanu-El

Philip L. Hammer
State Bar Certified Family Law Specialist

HAMMER & JACOBS
Attorneys At Law

100 West Santa Clara Street, Suite 600, San Jose, CA 95113
Tel: 408-297-8400    Fax: 408-297-8488

B’nai Mitzvah
 On September 8th, we celebrate 
with joy when Frances De’Oro 
Pangilinan will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.  Frankie  
has spent several years exploring 
the human purpose on this planet 
and through her studies with the 
temple community has embraced 
the study of faith and God through 
the traditions and teachings of 
Reform Judaism. Frankie is an 
accomplished artist and has shown 
her work throughout the South 
Bay.  As a complete renaissance 
young woman, she has devoted 

her self-directed studies to understanding the honey bee and, 
during the summer of ’07, was invited to study the colony 
collapse disorder at the Bee Space at the University of Illinois.  
She is thrilled to celebrate this joyous occasion with her friends 
and family who are coming from the Bay Area and as far away as 
Iran. Frankie is the daughter of Ruth and Eric Pangilinan and the 
older sister of Marshall.

W e d d i n g s
B a r / B a t M i t z v a h s

P i c n i c s

408.945.7930
408.945.9340 Fax

ww w.dnl-catering.com

Steve Goldstone
Chef Owner

steve@dnl-catering.com

CATERING
D'N'L

Israeli (Sephardic) Recipes
European (Ashkenazic) Recipes

Kosher Style or Kosher
Meat, Dairy & Vegetarian Menus
Event Planning & Coordination

Donating Shares of Stock to a
Charity can be “tax alchemy”

Donating shares of stock to the Temple can be an excellent 
way to contribute to Temple and save money on your taxes at 
the same time. It’s most advantageous to contribute share you’ve 
held for more than a year and which have appreciated since you 
acquired them.

When you donate stock, you can deduct the current value 
of the shares from your taxes, not their original price. Again, 
this only applies to long-term holdings - held twelve months or 
more, according to the IRS. In addition, you don’t have to pay 
taxes on the capital gains on these shares. Basically, you get to 
donate to the Temple with money you will never pay taxes on.

To make a stock donation:
- Contact your stockbroker
- Provide him/her with instructions to send stock to the
Depository Trust # 0201. Be sure to include your own name
on the request. Sometimes Temple is notified of stock 

transfers with no idea from whom.
- Have the stock sent for the benefit of Temple Emanu-El,
account #6098-8565, to:

A.G. Edwards
Attention: Joseph Gabriel
One Almaden Blvd., Suite 150
San Jose, CA 95113

The A.G. Edwards phone number is 408-288-8700. Joe 
Gabriel, Aaron Gabriel, or Kathleen Smith is familiar with our 
account and can answer your questions.

A.G. Edwards works under our instructions to sell the 
shares immediately. We are not in the stock investment business 
and can’t risk a price change with your contribution. You receive 
credit for the amount sent to the Temple following its sale.

Thank you for considering such a gift.
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1010 University Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126-1842

Telephone: (408) 292-0939
Fax: (408) 292-7625

www.sanjosetemple.org
Affiliated with the  Union for Reform Judaism

Board Of Trustees

 Officers

President Ruth Krandel. . . ruthkrandel@yahoo.com
V.P., Administration Pam Schuur. . . pamela.schuur@comcast.net
V.P., Ritual, Education, and Youth Nancy Weintraub. . . 
	 nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net
V.P. Membership Enrique Guadiamos . . . molrique@earthlink.net
Treasurer Steve Krandel. . . skrandel@sbcglobal.net
Past President Barry Cohen. . . cohenbarry@aol.com

Trustees

Auxiliary Presidents and Co-Presidents

Brotherhood Jonathan Hirshon and Stephen Reiss. . . 
sreiss@bergerlewis.com

Sisterhood Anita Medeiros. . . ajmedeiros@comcast.net
XYZ Claire Barnhart. . . doc-j@sbcglobal.net
EESY Brian Winter. . . brian.winter@earthlink.net

Standing Committees

Adult Education Enrique Guadiamos. . . molrique@earthlink.net
Dues Bob Hersch. . . RobertHersch@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Uri Gottfeld. . . uri@urimechanical.com
Membership Kim Jackman. . . kbjsanjose@yahoo.com
Religious School Robin Hurwitz. . . rhurwitz@rcn.com
Ritual Evann Aronoff	. . . aronoff@att.net
         Ginny Hoffman. . . ginny032849@yahoo.com
Social Action/Tikkun Olam Rich Albert. . . richalbert@comcast.net

Temple Emanu-El

Connections is published 10 times  a year by Temple Emanu-El

               Staff

Dana L. Magat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Senior Rabbi
rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Rabbi Emeritus
Meeka Simerly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cantor Intern

meekantor@templesanjose.org
Wayne Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Cemetery Administrator

wrose@sinaichapel.org
Jane Jacobson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Temple Administrator

jjacobson@templesanjose.org
Barbara Smead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Director

barbara@templesanjose.org
Paula Marsh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Religious School Principal

paula@templesanjose.org
Hila BarZion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Youth Group Advisor

barzion@hotmail.com
Deborah Zimmer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Member Services Coordinator

dvorazim@templesanjose.org
MaryAnn Orlowski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bookkeeper

morlowski@templesanjose.org
Marcy Weiss. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Administrative Assistant

mweiss@templesanjose.org
Beth Roellig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Administrative Assistant

Mark Cahn
Laura Danoff-Robinson
Marci Gerston
Jonathan Hirshon
Dan Lee
David Mimeles
Greg Turetsky

Dawn Chaffin
Gerry Gassman
Uri Gottfeld
Kim Jackman
Karen Levine
Joe Riggio

Yahrzeits
September 7 (6:30 PM Service)
Pam Allison, Gene Brister, Sara Brockman, Ruth Burnstein, Morris Chassen, Jack 
Cherkasky, Nathaniel Davis, Fay H. Dworkin, Benjamin Fleischman, Harry Forster, 
Evelyn Fox, Abraham Freiberg, Leonard Gaon, Judi Jurman Omens, Rose Koster, 
Irene Levine, Sonia Meyer, Fred Paul Miller, Judith Lynn Jurman Omens, Jack 
Port, Elaine Purwin, Ann Richman, Lillian Satler, Sol Schneiderman, Amy Swartz, 
Henry Tucker, Herb Turnbull, Michael White, Louis Wolfson

September 14 (7:30 PM Service)
Morris Altman, Rose Berg, Richard Bergoffen, Anna Block, Gladys Cherkasky, 
Morton Jerome Citron, Charles Cooper, Anne Gambord, Arthur Goldberg, Ron 
Hoffman, Eli Hurwitz, Sarah Kaplan, David Meyer Katz, Gerald Kotlier, Faye 
Leiter, Samuel Miller, Joshua Milman, William Minkin, Jeffrey Nadler, Ida Ofsaiof, 
Fanny Stein, Rose Steinberg, Helaine Wiesner

September 21 (8:00 PM  Kol Nidre Service) 
David Barowsky, Lana Barowsky, Rebecca Borts, Mildred Brenner, Elaine Levin 
Cobb, Carolyn Fearno, Henry Ferguson, Anthony Ferman, Benjamin Gabrilowitz, 
Victor Ganz, Dorothy Golding, William Grant, Harold Graubart, Helen Greenberg, 
Adolf Herd, Leo Herscher, Bessie Horwitz, Samuel Jacobs, Richard Johnson, 
Robert Kass, Herbert Matties, E. Kenneth Miller, Ireene R. Miller, Simon Panikoff, 
Clara Poley, Elvin Ress, Ruthe Rosenberg, Augusta Kaskell Rothholz, Mike 
Rudin, Marie Rusnak, Diane Schneider, Fanny Schonwetter, Ahron Segal, Louis 
Silverman, George Slossberg, Ralph Woods.

September 28 (6:30 PM Service)
Rose W. Aronoff, Ted Blumberg, Jules Brand, Abraham Cherkasky, Peggy Dinneen, 
Dorothy Edinson, Eva Emanuel, Anita Faverman, Leah Haas Frank, Eva Fredkin, 
Stephen Freed, Paul Greebler, David Heerwagen, John Heldt, Celia Pransky 
Kadis, Aaron Katzman, Eli Kostant, Mo Livchitz, Evelyn Hammer Loth, Rene 
Marxheimer, Lee Jacob May, Jerry Rosen, Israel Schneiderman, Mildred Shev, Hy 
Sokol, Ruth Timpson, Marion Wallace, Joseph Wasserman, Louis Weiner, Ruth 
Wernick

We note with sorrow the passing of

Elizabeth Longwell, wife of Robert Longwell
Jackie Radwin, mother of Hilary Schneider
Gladys Kreisberg, sister of Jewel Altman

May their memories be a blessing to their loved ones.

WISH LIST
• Sponsors for the 2007/5768 Break-the-Fast.  $72 – be 
acknowledged in Connections next month and in High 
Holiday handouts.  Feel good that you’ve done your first 
mitzvah of the new year.
• Black carrying case for memorial books and kippot (a 
good sized computer case would be great)
•  Donations earmarked for the Membership Committee/
Chai Bag fund, which makes it possible to purchase the 
items put in the welcome bags for new members.

Consider a Memorial Plaque
In the Temple To Honor

Your Loved Ones
Give us the name, birthday, and date of death.
The Temple will remember and observe your

Loved one’s Yahrzeit in Perpetuity
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TIME VALUE

DATED EVENTS

Temple Emanu-El List of Funds

General Fund
Annual Maintenance Fund

Religious School Building Renovation
(listed below by category in alphabetical order)

Memorial Funds:
Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund

Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund

Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund

Lou & Clara Juren Library Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund

Phyllis Omel Jr. Choir Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification Fund 

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School Endowment Fund

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund
Winnie Schare Interfaith Shabbat Fund

Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund

Other Tribute Funds:
Adult Education Fund

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Campership Fund

Cantorial Discretionary Fund
Caring Fund
Choir Fund

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund

Israel Scholarship Fund
Prayerbook Tribute Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Religious School Fund

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Shank-Rockman Sound System Fund

Tzedakah Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund

Other Tribute Donations:
Memorial Plaque - $600 each

Sanctuary Chair Plaque - $400 each
Prayerbook Tribute - $25 each

Tree of Life
Leaf - $218

Small rock - $500
Large rock - $750

Temple Emanu-El Gala Fundraiser
Saturday, October 13, 2007
7:00 to 11:00 pm at Temple Emanu-El

(although you won’t recognize it!)

WANTED!
SAVE THE DATE!!

Mark your calendar now for this  
“MUST ATTEND” event

Event Features
DINNER  CASINO  LIVE & SILENT AUCTION  AND RIP-ROARING FUN!!

 

DON’T MISS THE EVENT OF THE YEAR!!


