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The Torah is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it



Schedule of Services

Friday August 6
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service led by the Ritual 
Committee

Saturday, August 7
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan

Friday, August 13
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service
followed by potluck dinner and discussion
“Issues in the 2004 Election”

Saturday, August 14
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 AM  Bar Mitzvah of Sammy Levine

Friday, August 20
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, August 21
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

Friday, August 27
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service
followed by potluck dinner and guest speaker

Saturday, August 28
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

At our Board Installation 
Service on June 4, I was 
officially installed as the Senior 
Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El.  
That evening, Rabbi Michael 
Berk, Regional Director from 
the Union for Reform Judaism, 
spoke beautifully from the 

bimah. Rabbi Berk has a special place 
in his heart for our congregation, since 
Temple Emanu-El was one of the first 
congregations he served as a Rabbi 
just out of rabbinical school.  I thought 
that you would appreciate having the 
opportunity to read some of what he 
said. Next month in my Connections 
article, I will share with you some of 
my thoughts from that June 4th Erev 
Shabbat Service.

Rabbi Dana L. Magat

please  turn to Page 2

From the Rabbi
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Shabbat Shalom! I remember that when I was the rabbi 
here it impressed me how those who serve this con-
gregation as rabbis never really leave the community. 
When I was your Associate Rabbi with Rabbi Robins, 

Rabbi Gitin was, of course, living in town, as was Rabbi Levy, 
my predecessor, and Rabbi Freund, of 
blessed memory. There’s something 
lovable about this historic congregation. 
Once you know it, you don’t want to 
leave it! So, I’m privileged that in my 
current position as Regional Director for 
the Union for Reform Judaism, I’m able 
to maintain my relationships with so 
many people here.

One of the strengths of this congregation has always been 
the roots people have here. Even in the midst of Silicon Valley, 
a place known for fortunes coming and going and, along with 
them, those who have sought those fortunes, this community 
has maintained a core of committed and active Jews who have 
continued to build a vibrant Jewish community for over 150 
years. This characteristic has set the tone for how you welcome 
rabbis here - namely, you have always welcomed us warmly 
and with the hope the relationship would last a very long time. 
Tonight we are celebrating that, once again, you are expressing 
your love and loyalty to your rabbi, this time Dana Magat, by 
granting him the title Senior Rabbi which comes with the hope 
that Dana, his wife, Cheriel, and his children Shira and Raya will 
live and grow and lead in this congregation for a long time to 
come. Ken yehi ratzon, may this be God’s will.

As I think about the rabbis who have been most appreci-
ated by this congregation, the one thing I find common among 
them is they are warm and haimish -- like you are! It’s prob-
ably important in other communities, but here I can state with 
a certainty that the members of this congregation have always 

wanted a rabbi they can respect and admire, to be sure, but one 
who is a friend, someone they genuinely care for and feel cares 
for them. In the years that Rabbi Magat has been here, like you, 
I’ve grown quite fond of him - he is a rabbi with integrity, and a 
person of great menschlishkeit.

He reminds me of a story that our colleague, Rabbi Janet 
Marder (Senior Rabbi at Congregation Beth Am and President 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis), once told.  In a 
post-Halloween discussion with her youngest daughter Rachel 
a few years ago, Rabbi Marder was trying to persuade her that 
candy and junk food weren’t good for her. “You shouldn’t eat 
that stuff,” she said. “Have respect for your body. You know, 
your body is a temple.” “No way!” her Rachel said. “My body is 
a shul!”

“Some rabbis,” Janet wrote, “are like temples; some are 
more like shuls. Some carry within them the grandeur and mag-
nificence of our ancient tradition; they convey the Holy Presence 

through the power of their Torah-teaching. Others have a warm 
and haimish presence; they put us at ease; they’re easy to con-
fide in; we want to be close to them.”

I come here tonight, representing the Reform Movement, 
to pay tribute to my friend and colleague Dana Magat - a rabbi 

who embodies both temple and 
shul; devoted to our sacred tradi-
tion, yet down-to-earth, warm-
hearted and caring.

We read in the Mishna 
some words that suggest what this 
night is all about: “Asei lecha rav” 
- which can be translated, “Get 

yourself a rabbi.” The truth is, you don’t get yourself a rabbi just 
by conducting a search, drawing up a contract and having him 
sign on the dotted line. You only get a rabbi over time. Slowly, 
patiently you make him your rabbi; slowly, patiently, you begin 
to understand what this precious and unique relationship is all 
about.

Consider one image of the rabbi’s role, over here by the 
Ark. It’s the ner tamid, the eternal light. The rabbi must be a 
source of enlightenment; a reservoir of eternal truths, radiat-
ing always the steady, unwavering light of faith. The rabbi must 
burn with prophetic fire, speaking out with courage on the criti-
cal issues of our time; seeking integrity, not merely popularity; 
holding fast to the flame of truth even in the midst of controver-
sy; inspiring and sometimes even castigating the congregation 
to live up to our Jewish ethical ideals. As the focal point of all 
eyes on the bima, the rabbi must bring light and warmth to the 
sanctuary, infusing worship with a sense of spirituality, lifting up 
the souls of the congregation and helping them connect with the 
holy.

T his image has a certain beauty to it - and, of course, 
a danger as well. The rabbi as eternal light, after all, 
is up high, far away from the congregation, closer to 
the Torah, closer to God, than you are. Rabbis who 

see themselves, and are seen, as the ner tamid, run the risk 
of becoming arrogant and remote, self-important and self-
righteous. Let me offer an image of a rabbi that I prefer:  the yad, 
the wooden or silver pointer that Jews use to read the Torah. 
Yad is the Hebrew word for “hand,” and so this instrument is 
the extension of the human hand. Some “yads” are humble 
and some are highly polished, but all point, with straightness 
and integrity, back to Torah, the source of our wisdom. And so 
the rabbi’s task is to direct our attention to ultimate concerns, 
to keep us focused, in the swirl of congregational business, on 
why we do what we do. The yad is not the Torah; the yad is a 
pointer, a gateway to Torah. And so a rabbi is not the source of 
all truth but one who helps you find your place in the tradition; 
who guides you on your Jewish journey; who brings you to the 
sacred text and helps you discover your own voice. Above all, 
the yad is a symbol of partnership and collaboration. Without 
someone to read the Torah, the yad dangles uselessly over 
there in the Ark. And without congregants who dream and plan 
and work to make the dreams come true, a rabbi’s existence is 
pointless.

Tonight you celebrate the covenantal partnership you 
have formed with the rabbi who delivered himself to you five 

This community has a core of committed 
and active Jews who have built a vibrant         

Jewish community for over 150 years.

A rabbi is not the source of  truth                
but one who helps you find your 

place in the tradition; who guides you           
on your Jewish journey

Remarks by Rabbi Michael Berk:
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From the President
What a way to begin a term as President of Temple Emanu-El! 
During the month of June:

• The Religious School renovation began - the building is 
completely torn up and looks like it is made of  toothpicks. 

• We asked you, our fellow congregants, for significant dues 
increases - not an easy task, but you were up for it! 

• Our office staff re-arranged temple space to welcome 
Congregation Sinai into our midst while their new schul is 
under construction. 
And, on a personal note, I got pneumonia! 
 
How do I feel about all of this?  Actually, I’m excited 

because, except for the pneumonia, it’s a sign that we are in a 
period of growth and that good things are happening at Temple 
Emanu-El.

• The desperately needed Religious School  renovation is 
occurring because of the foresight and major donations 
from  several members, plus your generous commitments. 

• Your response to our request for dues increases has been 
heartwarming, especially because some of you increased 
your dues beyond our suggested amounts. 

• It feels good to be able to help our sister congregation and 
to share events within our auxiliaries, youth groups, and, 
possibly, within our general congregations. 

• We continue to attract new members - several of whom 
attended our successful picnic at Oak Meadow  Park. 

• Our recent Wine Tasting fund raiser was a social and 
financial success, raising almost $10,000.  

• Our pre-school, under the leadership of Barbara Smead, 
with its outstanding reputation in a widening area, has 
proven  itself a wise investment in time, effort, and money 
as we saw it turn in a  healthy profit in 2003-2004. 

My goal this year as President is to build on these suc-
cesses through increased collaboration and open communica-
tion.  I’m a firm believer that ‘two heads are better than one.” 
In addition, more than ever, Rabbi Magat, the Temple staff, the 
Board of Trustees, the Committees, and Auxiliaries are working 
together to discuss and meet each challenge we face.

 I’m also calling on you, fellow congregant.  Will you work 
with me to lead or be a member of a committee?  Do you have 
ideas or suggestions you’ve been nurturing for a while?  Now 
is the time for you to step forward.  I’m encouraging you to get 
involved.  The Temple needs you!!   You’ll see me calling on 
voices that are not generally heard because I want to know what 
you are thinking.  What are the Temple’s areas of strengths and 
challenges?  Why is it that you haven’t become involved?  What 
do we need to do to get you to invest your time in activities 
- religious, social, educational?  What programs should we be 
creating to attract you?

 Please let me hear from you.  You can reach me at home 
(268-0926), via email at dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net, or you can 
leave a message at the Temple office (292-0939). It is time for 
building!

Dan Lee,
President

years ago. By now, you know who Rabbi Dana Magat is: a gifted 
teacher; a sensitive and compassionate counselor; a person of 
conscience who holds fast to his convictions and speaks his 
mind forthrightly, but one who listens equally well, and wel-
comes your forthright responses.  He is, at bottom, a deeply 
honest and loyal person - a person of faith, whose basic core of 
goodness shines through with great clarity and simplicity. He 
will give you the best he has to offer. He will believe in you and 
honor his covenant with you as long as it endures.

Blessed is this congregation, which has chosen so wisely, 
and which, like its rabbi, is both temple and shul  -- a place 
where the tradition lives, a haimish community of warmth and 
closeness. May God bless both of you in the sacred work you 
will do together.

from the Rabbi, con’t

Prospective Members Brunch  
Lox, Bagels, Fruit – the works!

Meet  Rabbi Magat and other key people
at Temple Emanu-El
Sunday, August 29
10:00 A.M.-Noon

Benefactors Room, Temple Emanu-El
For information, contact Peggy Frederick 

354-1084  pegif@comcast.net

Mazel Tov
To Sherri and David Wiesner, on the birth of their daughter, 
Samantha Rose, May 4.  Her proud grandparents are Joel and Shirley 
Wiesner.

To Lynn Offenhartz and Andrew Weinberg, on the birth of their 
daughter, Rachel K., June 4.
(Samantha and Rachel are part of the unique Membership Committee 
strategy for increasing Temple membership:  new babies!!)

To Matthew and Mary Fishler, on the birth of their daughter, Rebecca 
Jayne, on June 30.

To Lori Kohler, on the birth of her son, Joshua, on July 4.

To Rosalie Sogolow, on her installation as President of the Board of 
Jewish Family Service

San Jose Jewish Film Festival
Mark your calendars:
October 21 - November 22

at the NEW Camera Cinemas 12 complex in 
downtown San Jose.

For more information go to
www.sjjff.org

or call Fagie Rosen at 408.874.5907.
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Wish List:
High Holiday Greeters and other volunteers

Vacuum cleaner with attachment to get into corners
Miscellaneous garden tools (electric garden blower, 

shears, hoses, rake, clippers)
Folding Tables from Costco (~$50 per piece)

Folding card tables
Folding chairs

Stands/racks for tables and folding chairs

From the Religious School

Thank you so much to those of you who have already sent 
in your enrollment forms.  The job of finalizing plans for 

staffing and purchasing supplies is much more manageable once 
we know the intentions of our continuing families!  If you have 
not yet mailed your registration, please do so.

As you all know, our building is undergoing a major re-
model.  I’m taking weekly “tours” of the school in order to wit-
ness this amazing transformation.  I have been awed by the level 
of professionalism shown to Temple Emanu-El by everyone 
involved with this process.  We are looking forward to getting 
resettled in our brand new building in the fall.  

We are preparing an all-school mailing which will contain 
additional forms that will need to be returned to our office, 
including the medical and emergency information form as well 
as volunteer opportunities.  Look for this packet coming soon to 
a mailbox near you!  

During renovation of the building, the Religious School 
Office is still open.  We are operating out of the Temple Office, 
sharing very limited space with a very generous staff.  If you 
are in the neighborhood, please feel free to stop by or call (408) 
292-3223.  We are open Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 2:
00 PM.  

We wish everyone a relaxing and rejuvenating remainder 
of your vacation.  

Paula Marsh, Religious School Principal

WOTE Catering: We Need YOU!!!
We need lots of volunteers to prepare for and staff: Yom Kippur, 
Shabbat Onegs (Friday evenings); TJS Dinner; Family Shabbat 

entree; Kiddish Luncheons Any support you can provide is welcome. 
We need your help to continues these wonderful activities.

Please contact Harriet Reisner at 408-226-2842 or 
reisnerh@onemain.com

A portion of proceeds 
will be donated to 
Temple Emanu-El 
on all completed 
transactions

As we begin fiscal 2004-2005, Temple Emanu-el is poised to 
experience its best year in a very long time.

• We recently invested Rabbi Magat as our Senior Rabbi, 
• Our Education, Office and Support Staff is strong and 

cohesive,
• The Religious School Building renovation has begun, 

making the building safe for our children and a comfortable 
place for learning and sharing, and     

• Our pre-school is doing well (it is now profitable!) 

We can be proud of the organization we support.  And 
support it we must.  With all the positives, let’s not forget about 
the Temple’s on-going operating challenges. As projected, we 
did finish FY 2003-2004 with a major deficit, something we can-
not sustain over the long-term.  Several significant projects were 
left undone, not including money we would like to invest in 
special programs for singles, the newly married, young families, 
seniors, and those ‘in betweeners’ seeking religious sustenance 
and intellectual fulfillment from our programs.

Approximately 85% of the temple’s operating budget is 
spent on fixed expenses: salaries, utilities, phone, postage, etc.  
To ensure the temple continues to provide services we want, we 
must ensure the temple has the required operating funds. 

Most temples receive approximately 75% of their operat-
ing budget from dues.  At Temple Emanu-El this number if 
closer to 55%.  The Dues Committee and Board of Trustees 
are working together to increase that percentage using the 
Fair Share program that asks each member to pay his or her 
fair share towards the temple’s operating budget.  If we are to 
succeed we must all evaluate our commitment to the temple.  
If each of us were to commit to what is really reasonable, the 
temple’s operating problems would be solved.  For that to 
happen, each of us must make the commitment to the temple, 
which provides a home in which Judaism can thrive.  

Other Jewish community organizations depend on 
temples and synagogues to educate our young and create the 
commitment to our faith through strong, meaningful religious 
school programs and Shabbat and holy day religious services.  I 
ask you to review your commitment to the temple and do the 
right thing.

                                                                        Barry Cohen
                                                                        Treasurer

From Our Treasurer
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Mommy & Me Group
Are you looking to connect with other parents with 

young children?  Under the auspices of the Membership 
Committee, a new group has been started for moms/dads 
with children ages 3 months to 3 years.  We will do park 

days while the weather is nice.  If you are interested, 
please contact Kim Jackman, kbsanjose@yahoo.com.

The summer is off to a great start!!  We began with an exciting 
trip to Happy Hollow.....close your eyes for a moment and 

picture 47 preschoolers, 17 cars and 29 adults all converging on 
Happy Hollow!  Of course all of us were dressed in our Temple 
Emanu-El Preschool t-shirts and we were ready for a great time.  
The crooked house as always was a huge success, as was the 
petting zoo.  But of course naptime was an even bigger success 
when we returned to school!

The children have spent June and July enjoying waterplay, 
theme days and special lunches every Friday compliments of 
Mimi Weinberg.  In August we will explore Outdoor fun, Pets, 
Summer Fun and Community Helpers in addition to preparing 
for the Fall.  The summer goes by so very quickly!!

Our students, parents and staff have enjoyed watching 
the constant “changing” of the Religious School Building.  The 
construction workers have been wonderful, they have taken the 
time to wave to the children and they have been very respectful 
of our program and keeping noise down in addition to keeping 
the parking spots in front of the Temple empty.  “Mr. Kelly”, 
the site supervisor for the project, has become a familiar face in 
front of the Temple and the kids really like to see him too.  The 
adjustment to the Temple house has been just that, an adjust-
ment, but one we are handling pretty well.

The teachers and I have already begun planning for the 
fall.  Our intention is to begin our fall program just as we always 
would...the location is not important, the program is what 
counts!!

As always I invite you to come and visit the preschool 
....exciting things are always happening!!!

Barb, Preschool Director

From the Preschool Children
What We Saw At The Construction Site
 We have been watching the construction workers 

working.  We saw a fan and a light bulb on in Miss Barb’s 
office.  We saw broken windows!!  There are lots of signs 
but we can’t read them yet.  Our playground is still safe.

There is a lot of water bottles and even a rocking 
chair.  Someone took out our walls.   We saw hardhats, a 
broken wall and construction workers.  One of the worker 
people waved to me.

From
The children of Temple Emanu-El Preschool

From the Preschool Brotherhood: As Time Flies By

A s I am writing this, we are not even a month into summer, 
but it feels more like the vacation season is winding down 

and the start of another year is almost upon us.  Our last event, 
a very successful joint picnic with WOTE, seems so far in the 
distant past.  Plans and preparations for the High Holidays are 
underway, another membership drive is about to start and the 
calendar is almost full with events for the upcoming year.

This year, your Brotherhood has (almost) a full Board of 
Directors.  The officers that I hope you will support this year are:

Jeffrey Marsh President
Harold Welch VP and Membership Chairman
Joel Osias  VP and Temple Services Chairman
Jonathan Hirshon VP and Fundraising Chairman
Bob Kaufman VP and Program/Social Chairman
Leigh Goldstein Treasurer and Budget/Finance   

   Chairman
Bob Hansen Secretary
If you need to contact any of us, feel free to drop me an 

email and I will forward it on.
Since we don’t have too many summertime events, I 

thought that I would explain a little about the national or-
ganization with which we are affiliated, the North American 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods (NFTB).  A portion of your 
dues goes to support a variety of programs and benefits in-
cluding The Jewish Chautauqua Society (JCS), The Reform on 
Campus (ROC) Program, The ACHIM Corps Project and the 
periodical that we all receive, The ACHIM Magazine.  For over a 
hundred years, the JCS “has provided knowledge and education 
about Jews and Judaism, has brought about an appreciation of 
the Jewish people, their history, religion, and culture, and has 
built bridges of understanding between peoples of all faiths and 
cultures.  JCS is the interfaith education program of the NFTB.”  
Since 1994, the ROC program has provided “direct financial 
grants to groups that seek to strengthen Reform Judaism on 
college campuses. NFTB’s goal is to encourage the creation of 
quality programs of Jewish content that will appeal to a broad 
range of Reform college students.”

“NFTB’s innovative Achim Corps programs speak to 
our members as fathers, sons, spouses, friends, and especially, 
as brothers. Our goal is to increase our ranks with men in-
fused with a new sense of fellowship, a stronger confidence as 
Reform Jews, and a renewed commitment to perform mitzvot 
for their temple and their community. Current Achim Corps 
Programs include an NFTB Men’s Health Initiative Program, 
the NFTB Men and Observance Series, and the NFTB Men 
and Contemporary Roles Program, best exemplified by NFTB’s 
sponsorship of the URJ publication ‘And You Shall Teach Them 
to Your Sons’.”

For more information on these and several other programs 
and benefits, visit the NFTB web site at:  www.NFTB.org.

At the end of my June column, I asked that you let me 
know why you could NOT volunteer to help us out this year.  
Since I received no responses, do not be surprised if I, or one 
of the other Board members, call upon you to participate in an 
upcoming event.  If this gets to you in time, please join us for 
our summer meeting on Sunday, August 1st.  Contact me for the 
time and place or check your evite.

Jeff Marsh
408-270-2384

tebh@sbcglobal.net
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Women of Temple Emanu-El, Sisterhood

We want to officially welcome our new Temple members, 
our recently installed WOTE Executive Board, WOTE 

friends and our Congregation Sinai guests.  The month of June 
is always full of promise for new journeys, as we celebrate 
accomplishments and begin our plans for upcoming milestones.  
This summer we‘ve built our calendar of events with ideas that 
bring our women, our families and our Temple community 
closer together.  I want to acknowledge everyone’s efforts 
to make sure our event plans go smoothly, yet remaining 
consistent with Bay Area Jewish Community and Temple 
happenings.  Our calendar, upcoming event details and pictures 
can be found on the TEMPLE website www.templesanjose.org > 
Groups > WOTE.

This year the Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ), District 
24 will be having its annual convention locally in Oakland, on 
November 5-7, 2004.  We encourage all interested women to 
attend a weekend of prayer, learning, leadership development 
and FUN!  WOTE will sponsor anyone interested in going.  Our 
Sisterhood is responsible for the Hospitality Suite, which will 
be organized by Bette Myers; please call her if you are able to 
help us during this WRJ convention.  Bette has done such an 
incredible job as District 24 WRJ District Director and will be 
successfully completing her term of office with this Convention; 
her advice and counsel will certainly be missed.  We would like 
to congratulate Lori Kohler for becoming our newest District 
Director, and on the birth of her new baby boy, Joshua.  Mazel 
Tov!

As a preview of upcoming Fundraisers, we will be an-
nouncing a series of popular kid-friendly restaurant dining 
opportunities for families.  We will be providing various ways for 
you to save $$$ and earn $$$ for WOTE projects, i.e., Religious 
School facilities/activities/festivals, student camperships and 
teacher support.  We are planning group outings to include 
children and adult musical theatre tickets, possibly a Peter Pan 
event in November.

There are many opportunities for you to start your journey 
and join as part of WOTE, support our activities, i.e. , Catering, 
Religious School festivals, Judaica Shop, or Programming/
Fundraising assistance.  Your special skill set will help us to 
provide an environment for mutual development through com-
munity and friendships - be a part of the solution!  Enjoy all of 
your summer journeys!

Women of Reform Judaism: National Activities

On June 21, several leaders represented WRJ at the United 
Nations Department of Public Information historic first semi-
nar on anti-Semitism.  Helene H. Waranch, WRJ President, 
and Shelley Lindauer, Executive Director, were among the 
600 attendees.  The full day seminar included several panels 
of exceptional speakers, including Elie Wiesel and leaders of 
major Jewish organizations, but also Christian, Muslim and 
Hindu activists against anti-Semitism.  Kofie Annan provided 
the opening remarks which can be found in their entirety on the 
TEMPLE - WOTE website.

Welcome to United Nations Headquarters (Opening Remarks)

In holding this series of seminars, the United Nations is 
true to one of the most sacred purposes of the world’s peoples 
in whose name the Organization was founded: “to practise 
tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good 

neighbours.” No Muslim, no Jew, no Christian, no Hindu, no 
Buddhist - no one who is true to the principles of any of the 
world’s faiths, no one who claims a cultural, national or religious 
identity based on values such as truth, decency and justice - can 
be neutral in the fight against intolerance.

Clearly, our success in this struggle depends on the effort 
we make to educate ourselves and our children. Intolerance has 
to be unlearnt.

Tolerance and mutual respect have to be learnt.

Elie Wiesel wrote: “There is divine beauty in learning, just 
as there is human beauty in tolerance. To learn means to accept 
the postulate that life did not begin at my birth. Others have 
been here before me, and I walk in their footsteps. The books I 
have read were composed by generations of fathers and sons, 
mothers and daughters, teachers and disciples. I am the sum 
total of their experiences, their quests. And so are you.”

B’ Shalom
Bunny Fisher, WOTE Co-president

Women Of Temple Emanu-el 
C A L E N D A R

Congregation Sinai Sisterhood Book Club
August 8, Sunday at 7 PM
We are reading  “The Ladies Auxiliary” by Tova Mirvis.
Location - home of Cindy Levinson, 1478 Dartshire Court, 
Sunnyvale*
RSVP to Cindy 245-9408 for hostess food guidance      
(dairy okay)
* note the change of address

WOMEN of TEMPLE EMANU-EL MEETING
August 11, Wednesday at 6 PM
Everyone welcome!
Potluck dinner followed by meeting.
Location - home of Bette Myers in San Jose.  RSVP to 
Bette 269-7404

ROSH CHODESH
A spiritual celebration of the new moon.
August 19, Monday at 7 PM
Location - home of Laura Danoff, 2871 Richgrove Ct.,   
San Jose.
RSVP to Laura at 238-4847 or ellisdee51@aol.com

WoTE ALL AUXILIARY BBQ PARTY
August 22, Sunday at 12 noon,
BBQ at Kona Kai Swim Club.
680 Hubbard Ave, Santa Clara
Cost: free for WOTE or other Auxiliary; others $3 per 
person or $5 per family.  Families of all ages will enjoy 
a BBQ lunch and swim.  We do the main dish (burgers 
and kosher dogs) you bring the veggies, side dishes, 
chips and desserts to share.  RSVP to Harriet at 
reisnerh@onemain.com or 226-2842.

WOMEN of TEMPLE EMANU-EL MEETING
September 8th, Wednesday, at Temple
6 PM potluck dinner followed by meeting. Everyone 
welcome!
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Welcome to New Members
Who Joined This Past Spring

Ellen Boisier
Susan De La Paz
Wayne and Julie Firsty
Marc & Cathleen Freed
Patricia Gomez

Diane Clark and David Hinz
Carole & Enrique Jevons
Ty and Karen Levine
Melanie Rudnick
Jeff & Mimi Weinberg

Temple Emanu-El’s Wine Tasting fundraiser, held at Fanny 
& Alexander on June 13, raised over $9,600 

for the Temple. Over 100 people attended the 
event and, according to the informal feedback I 
received, everyone had a blast!

The Temple owes a great deal of gratitude 
to our Platinum Sponsor, Jeff Weinberg of JW Catering.  I would 
also like to single out J. Lohr Vineyards and The French Cellar 
who donated most of the wine and provided knowledgeable 
staff members.  A list of additional sponsors is included below.  I 
encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Thanks to many individuals: Grant Michels for auction 
and raffle items plus assistance with event details;  Scott Gordon 
for wine and restaurant donations plus help with the publicity 
and tasting menu.  Jeff Marsh originated the  theme, created the 
menu and helped secure the location.  Jean and Henry Richards 
produced the invitations. Henry is responsible for the event logo 
and wine glasses. 

Jane Jacobson collected the raffle and auction items. 
Thank you to Deborah Zimmer, Sarah Dizon and the rest of the 
Temple Staff for their assistance.  And, finally, a big thank you to 
our wives, Denise Gordon, Kim Jackman, and Debbie Michels, 
for assisting with many aspects of the event and providing end-
less support to us, their husbands!

If you have any questions or feedback about the event, 
please contact me at stevejackman@yahoo.com.

Temple Emanu-el Thanks:

PLATINUM SPONSOR
J. W. Catering

GOLD SPONSORS ($100 - 500)
Artesa Winery; Hotel Los Gatos; Byington Winery & Vineyard; Fairmont 
Hotel San Jose; Hunter Hill Vineyard & Winery; Hyatt San Jose; J. Lohr 
Vineyards & Wines; Marriott Hotel, San Jose; La Rochelle Winery; River 
Terrace Inn; Napa Valley; Roudon Smith Winery; Toll House Hotel, Los 
Gatos; Savannah-Chanelle Vineyards; Vintage Wine Merchants; Almaden 
Valley Athletic Club (AVAC); The French Cellar; Bikram Yoga, San Jose; 
The Wine Club; Club One Fitness (San Jose); Decathlon Club; Coyote Creek 
Golf Club; Coyote Moon Golf Course (Truckee); Ballet San Jose Silicon 
Valley; Las Vegas Paiute Golf Resort; San Jose Repertory Theater; Palo Alto 
Hills Golf & Country Club;  San Juan Oaks Golf Club; Alchemy Hair Studio 
(Willow Glen); The Golf Club at Boulder Ridge; Portfolio Salon (Los Gatos); 
Doug Croft - Friend of Temple Emanu-El; Kuleto’s; Fry’s Electronics; Left 
Bank Restaurant; Intuit; Seven Restaurant & Lounge; KFOG 104.5 FM / 97.7 
FM; The Plumed Horse; Mike and Millie Sprintz; Norloumar Limousine;

The Wine Tasting Event 
Smashing Success

SILVER SPONSORS ($50 - 100)
A. P. Stump’s; ABC News; Los Gatos Brewing Company; BJ&J Sports 
Awards & Gifts; The Pavicich Family; Bonfante Gardens;  Hawgs Seafood 
Bar; Century Theaters (Oakridge); Left at Albuquerque; Diablo Landscape; 
Tapestry Restaurant; Domaine Chandon; Fatima Freitas; Oakland A’s; Gilroy 
Premium Outlets; San Francisco Giants; Intero Real Estate Services; San Jose 
Earthquakes; New York Jewelry; Out of the Envelope; Ruth Pangilinan 

BRONZE SPONSORS
Albertsons; Hollywood Video; Almaden Pet Salon; The Learning Game; 
Almaden Roasting Co.; Gary Michels; Aqui Mexican Grill; Rite Aid; 
Bella Mia; Ross Dress For Less; Bella Saratoga; Santa Cruz Mountain 
Vineyards; Mort Berlant; Sportmart; California Academy of Sciences; Straits 
Restaurant; The Cheesecake Factory; The Tech Museum; Dolce Spazio 
(Los Gatos); Tomato Thyme; Uri Gottfeld; Tower Records; Great American 
Opportunities; Toys ‘R Us; Happy Hollow Park & Zoo; Willow Glen Frozen 
Yogurt; Hobee’s California Restaurants; Willow Street Pizza

Signs Donated by Fast Signs San Jose
Printing of Programs Donated by Copy Club San Jose

Membership
Thank You, Mr. Jefferson

Although you won’t receive this copy of Connections until 
August, to meet the deadline I’m writing my article on July 

4.  I always look at holidays, events, etc., with a particularly 
Jewish perspective.  While all Americans celebrate the birth of 
our country today, I’m particularly grateful that my grandparents 
came to America so that my family and I can practice our 
Judaism openly and unafraid .

Like many others, I often take for granted the religious 
freedom given as a basic right in the United States. The ability to 
participate without restriction or fear in all aspects of temple life 
is a gift.  As Membership Chairman, it is particularly rewarding 
for me to share this gift with others.   During the fiscal year end-
ing this June, we welcomed 57 new families into our congrega-
tion.  The Membership Committee is already in the process of 
reaching out to both new and long time members as we build on 
the successes of this past year.   We are currently planning:

• Prospective Membership Brunch – August 29
• Prospective Wine & Cheese Shabbat – October 22
• New Members Dinner & Shabbat – December 3
 • New Havurot
• New programs for singles
• New programs for single parents

If you would like to participate in any way, please contact me.

“Behold how good it is when brethren dwell together!”
Shirley Lee, Membership Chairman

(408)268-0926   SABL@sbcglobal.net

Greeters
I would like to thank the following greeters for 

the month of June:  Manny and Ginny Siegler, Claire 
Barnhart, Peggy Frederick, and Sally Siegel.  If you would 
like to be a greeter for a Friday night Shabbat service, 
please contact me by e-mail at Pdschwarz@aol.com or by 
calling me at (408) 736-8560.  This is a great way to meet 
members of the congregation and also introduce our-
selves to guests.

Philip Schwarz,
Greeter Coordinator
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   Sanctuary Seat Plaques
Once again, we are encouraging members to purchase seat 
plaques to honor or memorialize loved ones.  There are 
many seats in the Sanctuary still available. There may be 
one near where you often sit.  

 

Purchaser’s name                                                                    
                              
Phone/Cell Phone number                                                       
                                        
 
Enclosed is $400 for each seat plaque   $                      

Name to be honored/memorialized

Yahrzeits
AUGUST

AUGUST 6 (6:30 PM PATIO SERVICE)
Rose Blickman, Leonard W. Bloom, John W. Christian, Solly Cohen, Irving 
Cooper, Louis Dishotsky, Isidor Farber, Dora Fischer, Sarah Frieberg, Fred 
Friedman, Richard Greenwald, Esther Hoffman, Morris Jacobs, Daniel W. 
Kraus, Leah Lesser, Sy Lubarsky, Frieda Madzel, Aaron Adair Markham, 
Jake Miller, Edna Novak, Claire Rosenberg, Albert Saltzman, Bessie Shapiro, 
Bertha Silverman, Amelia Smolek, Dr. Solomon S. Sogg, Mary Sokolov, 
Allen I. Stoll, Joanne Tehrani, Naomi B. Wolff, Eleanor Zurakov

AUGUST 13 (6:30 PM PATIO SERVICE)
Harvey Asher, Sarah Asher, Maurice A. (Don) Berman, Dora Blaustein, Millie 
Brisken, Ethel Brody, Fanny Emanuel, Eli Enten, Beverly Fleischman, Mimi 
Lewis Fuller, Ben Gambord, Charles Goldberg, Nettie Goldman, Henry 
Stadler Hammer, Irving Hoffman, Gussie Kaplan, Irma Karpel, Madeline 
Louise Kaufman, Bertha Krystal, Eva Leve, Betty Lichtenstein, Conceicao 
Machado, Francisco Machado, Naomi Mayer, Bernard Peretz, Morris Rinsler, 
Max Roberts, George Rosen, Joseph Schwartz, Barbara T. (Bobbie) Shulkin, 
Herman Sommer, Joseph Tannenbaum, Mitchell Trubitt, Gena Veder, Jean 
Wiesner

AUGUST 20 (6:30 PM PATIO SERVICE)
Esther Apte, Nathan Aronoff, Irving M. Bernstein, Suzanne Blickman, 
Natalie Borts, Alex Brodsky, Ann Orloff Cahn, Joseph Cogen, Judy Cohen, 
Sydney Fox, Anna Frankel, Fania Galperin, Jennie Goldberg, Annette 
Goldstein, Lillian Iselin, Ruth E. Jeffe, Harry Kessler, Howard Kraten, Pasha 
Land, Morris Lovy, Manjeet Makhni, Sarah Marcus, Max May, Isadore 
Messinger, Pauline Prizant, Ernest Rott, Isadore Schreibstein, Freda Segal, 
Aaron Shapiro, Dr. Albert Sheinbaum, Ida Simon, Larry Simon, Phyllis 
Sovansky, Ben Teitelbaum, Samuel B. Weinstein, Louise Friedland Weis, 
Jerry Weiss, Jean Wiesner

AUGUST 27 (6:30 PM PATIO SERVICE)
Anne Barnett, Shirley Blauner, Leonard J. Block, Robert Joseph Boxer, Belle 
Brown, Morris Chusid, Nathan J. Citron, Herbert Cohen, Benjamin Fisher, 
Dora Golob, Meyer Grodnitzky, Ethel Harkavy, Naji Ezra Helali, Joan J. 
Hersch, Anne Kaplan, Sophie Krown, Mimi Lasner, Edythe Litman, Harry 
Meyerson, Murray Moss, Michael Olkin, Edwin Persin, Bessie Renkosinsky, 
David H. Rosenthal, Roland Ross, Marvin Rubenstein, Lena Kasner 
Silverman, Sarah Silverman, Ida Simon, Pauline Kessler Stein, Charles “Bud” 
Sweet, Abe Taitelman, Morton Weinstein, George Weintraub, Benjamen 
Weiss, Goldie Zasloff

Yahrzeits
 JULY

JULY 2
Marlene Albert, Sarah Berman, Nicolassa  Carbajal, Harry Friedman, Doretta 
Given, Pauline  Grant, Elaine  Herzog, Sonia Hirsh, Bessie Kaplan, Jack 
Krown, Sarah Lenchner, Irving Levin, Martha Rachel Levine,  Sidney Levine, 
Gertrud K. Marcus, Thresa Messinger, Stefanie Newhouse, Kurt G. Opper, 
Oscar Panikoff, Aaron S. Pencovic, Maria Perr, Bessie Pollack, Helene 
Powell, Sam Ravel, Aaron Ress, Rita Richner, Samuel Rudin, Albert Rudolph, 
Ernesto Schkolnick, Abraham Seldon, Sophie Van Rosam, Nancy P. Wright, 
Simon Zwern.  

JULY 9
Leslie  Bamburg, Anita  Blaustein, Max Blum, David A. Cohen, Nathan 
Epstein, Gertrude Fischer, Minnie Frederick, Jacob Goldberg, John Grayson, 
Elizabeth Green, Esther Jacobson, Max Kaufmann, Rose Ann Kaufmann, 
Edith Stein Kovnat, Jack Leiter, Gertrude Lewis, Leo Lindauer, Rivka 
Burman Marshalkowicz, Dorothy Meshel, Hannah Morris, Morris Joseph 
Peretz, David Perr, Harry Popkin, Helga Oster Remak, Abraham Resnick, 
Rachel Rhein, Sheldon Richner, Harry Roher, Mary D. Rose, Harry D. 
Schwartz, William Schwartz, Leo Siegel, Molly Siegler, Irving Weinstock, 
Clorine Wheeler, Sol P. Wilets, Roberts J. Wright.  
 
JULY 16
Irving Goodman Bobb, Sidney Brash, Morris Burman, Siegfried Danziger, 
Anita Ellner, Sam Fischer, Charles Fisher, Harry Fredkin, Bert W. Gates, 
Daniel Harris, Evelyn Hutchins, Bertha Jacobs, Benjamin Krandel, Oscar 
Lavin, Matilda Leopold, Isaac Levand, Ann Lewon, Frank Loren, Isadore 
Marks, Phyllis Matzner, Julius Miller, Escher Pintoff , Rose Preis, Joseph 
Rudin, Richard N. Salle, Natalie Schmerz, Helen Siegel, Morley Silverman, 
Irving Stein, Hal Turkus.  
 
JULY 23
Fanny Elka Abelson, Bernice Brochin, Lena Carl, Arthur Decker, Estelle 
Farbstein, Tillie Feinstein, Lee Hamburger, Abraham Hirsch, Gussie 
Hirsch, Jacob Hubert, Rachel Jacobson, Mary Kohler, Esther Koves, Dr. 
Louis Lackner, Max Landman, David Levin, Lilly Levine, Helen McDougal, 
Solomon Miller, Jeanette Mutnick, Morris Nadel, Phyllis Omel, Samuel J. 
Schneider, Joseph Shanske, Pauline Shine, Allen Siegel, George Sturr, Sunny 
Sunshine, Esther Weiner.  
 
JULY 30
Mark Bach, Louis  Berlant, Lottie  Berman, Sam Fishoff, Charles Galin, 
Sidney J. Gambord, Samuel Gerstley, Annette Golstein, Morris Hirsch, 
Pat L. Hunter, Leo Ivener, Sol Kaplan, Robert M. Leiter, Victor Levine, 
Milton Lichtbach, Herbert Marchick, Eva Meilach, Bettie Miller, Rose 
Nerenberg, Isaak Orloff, Millie Penner, Joseph Pintoff , Herbert Ravel, 
Henry Rosensweig, Aaron Rosenthal, Jack Rotofsky, Hilde  Rubin, Max 
Sachs, Frieda Sapper, Fritzi Schaechter, Erna Stoer, Greta Stoer, Julie Stoer, 
Benjamin Thailer, Nathan Treister, Jeanette Waxman, Jacob Witkin.
We apologize for the omission of the July yahrzeits in the June/July bulletin.  
 

We encourage you to memorialize your loved ones by purchasing a 
memorial plaque that will be mounted in the Sanctuary Foyer on one 
of the memorial boards.  Contact Jane Jacobson in the Temple office 
by phone (292-0939) or fax (292-7625) or complete the form below 
and mail it to her at Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Avenue, San 
Jose 95126.  It usually takes about 6 weeks to fill an order.  

Purchaser’s name                                                                 
              
Phone/Cell Phone number                                                    
                        
 
Enclosed is $600 for each memorial plaque    $                 

Name to be memorialized                                                     
               

Date of Birth                       Date of Death                              

Memorial Plaques
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Donations
General Fund
In memory of Dolores Perlman
 Joseph & Armeda Fischer & Family
In honor of Dan & Shirley Lee’s 40th Anniversary
In honor of Jacob & Pauline Braunstein’s 40th 
Anniversary
 Jane & Len Jacobson
In memory of Leah Stein
 Eleanore Goldfinger
In memory of Michael Goodman
 Margie Goodman
In memory of Morris Mintz
 Milton Mintz
In honor of Jacob & Pauline Braunstein’s 40th 
Anniversary
 Lori, Al, & Shari Kaplan
In memory of Lottie Berman
 Dolores McGourty
In memory of Yakov Ger
 David & Clara Yanovsky
In honor of Bill Schneiderman’s Special Birthday
 Barry & Mary Cohen
In honor of Steve Greenberg for being The Past 
President
In honor of Dan Lee for becoming The New 
President
 Bob & Carol Tessler
In memory of Ruth Hoffman
 Leon Hoffman
In memory of Bessie Pollack
 Wanda & Bob Pollack
In memory of Elizabeth Green
 Philip Green
In memory of Thresa Messinger
 Arthur & Phyllis Messinger
Donation
 Michael & Dawn Malter
 Bob & Judy Levy
 David & Susan Horovitz
 Gerald Gassman
 Janis Decker
 Temple Emanu-El 49ers

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Viola Foder
In memory of Rose & Abe Litofe
 Ginny & Manny Siegler
In honor of Rabbi Magat becoming Senior Rabbi
 Dorothy & Jay Frankel
In honor of Lucy & Rubin Wargon’s 50th 
Anniversary
 Millie Segal
 Barbara & Jerry Kristal
 Helen & Mel Grant
In honor of Sydney Mimeles’s Bat Mitzvah
 David & Helen Mimeles
In honor of Nicole Hansen’s Bat Mitzvah
 Rhonda & Bob Hansen
In memory of Sarah & Morris Silver
In memory of Eva Goldeen
In memory of Rachel Rhein

In memory of Mark Siegel
 Arthur & Marilyn Silver
In honor of Robert Streeter’s Bar Mitzvah
 James & Vicki Streeter
In memory of Philip Shapiro
 Noreen Shana Shapiro
In honor of Laura Danoff’s Marriage
 Morton Berlant
In memory of Irving & Edna Weinstock
 Brenda & Stewart Weinstock
In memory of Fran Stein & Irv Adler’s Marriage
 Ginny & Manny Siegler
In memory of Marlene Albert
 Richard Albert
For a speedy recovery to Bernice Kass
 Flora Fishoff
Donation
 Sheldon Blickman
 Maggie & Bob Cant
 Gerald Gassman
 Florence Henick
 Nancy Green Markham
 David & Lorelei Messinger
 Henry & Jean Richards
 Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund
In memory of Ralph Portnoy
In honor of Harriet Saxe’s 80th Birthday
 Si & Bee Silin
In memory of Issac Levine
 Mildred Mintz

Cantorial Soloist Discretionary Fund
In memory of Herald Clayton
 Betty Yules
In honor of Sydney Mimeles’s Bat Mitzvah
 David & Helen Mimeles
In honor of Robert Streeter’s Bar Mitzvah
 James & Vicki Streeter
In appreciation of Rachel Michelberg
 Bob & Maggie Newman
Donation
 Robert & Sandra Silver
 Douglas & Willma Polgar

Choir Fund
In memory of Dora Kaisel
In memory of Anna Becker
In memory of Stanley Kaisel
 Bob & Maggie Cant

Leonard & Bernice Gaon
Campership Fund
In honor of Bernice Gaon’s 70th Birthday
 Joseph & Rita Loren

Religious School Fund
In memory of Herb Slavit
 Arthur & Kay Barkin

In honor of Mitch Kushin’s 90th Birthday
 Samuel & Henrietta Mintzer

Donation
 Michael & Marina Varshavsky

Facilities for the Aged
In memory of David Kellner
 Linda & Howard Levine
In memory of Samuel Rudin
 Ilean Rudin

Campership Fund
In memory of Ruth Rubin
 Pauline & Jacob Braunstein
In memory of Alyce Lamont
 Jacob, Pauline, David, Pat, & Isaac  
 Braunstein
 Deborah & Andy Seaberg

Shank-Rockman Family
Sound System Fund
For a Speedy Recovery to Dr. Lawrence Ross
 Bob & Ruth Krandel
In memory of Helen & Bert Gates
 JoAnn Shank

Beverly Jordan Temple
Beautification Fund
Donation
 Art & Phyllis Messinger

Kenneth Gordon Children’s
Prayerbook Fund
In memory of Betty Gordon
For a Speedy Recovery to Dewey Bartschi
 Joseph & Marcia Riggio

Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund
In memory of Sandra Medler
 Mark & Gayle Lutvak
In memory of Debbie Wolfson
 Millie Wolfson

Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
In memory of David Arick
 Grace Freiberg

Betty Rinsler Religious School Endowment 
Fund
In memory of Ben Woron
 Mark & Bette Emanuel

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
In memory of Irving Levy
 Sally Ravel

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
In memory of Anna Bronstein
 Diana & Maureen Rittenberg

“Entertainment 2005” book sales will again help fund raise 
for Temple Emanu-El.  We earn 30% for each book sold, or $6.00 
for each San Jose/Santa Clara, Monterey, or San Francisco book 
selling at $20.  Other books for cities all over the United States 
are available with the same earning percentage.
In addition to your personal use, these books make great gifts for 
Hanukkah and other occasions.  Local editions will be available 

after Labor Day at the Temple office and the WOTE Gift Shop.  
Books can be used immediately and promotions are valid 
through November 1, 2005.

Please contact Burt Epstein at (408)268-2721 or via e-mail,
sandyandburt@aol.com, to reserve your copies or discuss any 
questions.

Entertainment 2005 : Available in September
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Oneg Shabbats

  

Temple 
Emanu-El

Affiliated with the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

1010 University Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126-1898

Telephone: (408) 292-0939
Fax: (408) 292-7625

www.templesanjose.org

Connections is published 10 times 
a year by Temple Emanu-El

Dana L. Magat ............................... Rabbi
Joseph Gitin, D.D. ......... Rabbi Emeritus
Rachel Michelberg......  Cantorial Soloist
Wayne Rose ...  Cemetery Administrator
Jane Jacobson......Temple Administrator
Barbara Smead..........Preschool Director
Paula Marsh....Religious School Principal
Deborah Zimmer........ Member Services 

Coordinator
Officers
Daniel J. Lee............................. President
Laura Danoff .................... Vice President
Jean Richards ................... Vice President
Dan Winter ...................... Vice President
Barry Cohen ............................. Treasurer
Steve Greenberg .............. Past President

Trustees
                                                                    

                                                                                    

                                                                        
Auxiliary Presidents
Bunny Fisher/Harriet Reisner.......WOTE
Jeffrey Marsh........................Brotherhood
Claire Barnhart...................................XYZ
Jason Persin.......EMTY Sr. Youth Group

The following families have generously sponsored the treats we share following Shabbat services.

JUNE 18

Pauline and Jake Braunstein in honor their 40th wedding anniversary; Jay and Cynthia Cohen in honor 
of their 35th wedding anniversary; Mark and Bette Emanuel in honor of their 40th Anniversary; Michele 
Healey in memory of her grandmother, Betty Gordon; Joe and Marcia Riggio in memory of Marcia’s 
mother, Betty Gordon; Bee and Simon Silin in honor of their grandchildren, Brian and Michael; and the 
WOTE Bakeshop

JULY 9

Eugene and Marilyn Handloff; Helen Ibsen; Steve and Kim Jackman; E. Gerald and Gail Jacobs; Laura 
and Irwin Jacobson; Deborah and Bennett Jacobstein; Robert and Seema Jaffe; Stuart and Sarah Johnson; 
the Kaplan family, in memory of Lorie’s mother, Edythe Litman

JULY 16

Nora Russo and Jonathan Jackel; Friends of Laura Danoff and Gordon Robinson in honor of their 
wedding

JULY 30

Women of Temple Emanu-El, in honor of WOTE Shabbat; Friends and family of Michael Chacon, in 
honor of his Bar Mitzvah

If there is a special occasion you would like to celebrate, or a loved one you would like to remember, 
please contact Anita Medeiros, our Oneg Chair (773-1410), to schedule a specific date.

Be Awesome in August with eScrip
eScrip is the premier fundraising program! Everyday shopping and eating, 

and using your registered credit/grocery club/debit cards will benefit Temple. A 
percentage of your purchases is contributed by the merchants.

Tell your friends and family about eScrip. More participation equals more 
money for Temple. We have earned $1329 for the first four months of 2004.Thank 
you to our loyal supporters! 

If you are not yet a supporter of our eScrip program you can sign up, at no 
cost to you, online at www.escrip.com. Or call me for a form, merchant list or if you 
have any questions.

At the end of August two new supporters and one long-time supporter will be 
eligible for a prize drawing from our Judaica Shop.

Lorie Kaplan
408.267.4563

Bar Mitzvah
Sammy Levine will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, August 14th (the day of his 13th birthday).  Sammy 
will be an 8th grader at the Harker School in the fall.  He lives 
in San Jose with his parents, Ilene and Jerry Levine, his brother 
Charles, and his sister Anna.  Sammy enjoys running at the track, 
playing basketball, chess and computer games, and playing with 
his dog and two cats.  This summer he is participating in a service 
program, helping young children at a Head Start school, and 
adults in senior centers and shelters.

Our condolences to

Suzanne Burns Tobin, on the death of her mother, Uarda Burns

Gordon Levy, on the death of his brother, Dr. Robert S. Levy

Vicki Goldman, Mason and Briana Goldman, on the death of Vicki’s grandmother 
and Mason and Briana’s great-grandmother, Ruth C. Madsen

Mort Berlant
Burt Epstein
Uri Gottfeld
Larry Hirsch

Jonathan Hirshon
Randy Levinson
Nora Rousso
JoAnn Shank
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TIME VALUE

DATED EVENTS

We’re nearing the completion of the annual cycle on the 
Hebrew calendar that announces the coming of the High 
Holy Days, our Ten Days of Awe beginning with Rosh 
Hashanah when the Book of Life is opened until Yom Kippur 
when the book is sealed for another year.  During that time 
we pray individually and as a community, to cleanse our-
selves of  personal transgressions and to pray for the healing 
of the world in which we live.  

We will greet the New Year at the San Jose Civic Auditorium.  
Preparations are well underway and, with this being our 
second year at the auditorium, we anticipate an smoother 
observance than last year.   

 Your High Holy Day Packet

If you have not received your High Holy Days packet (a 
9x12 white envelope), please contact the office.  Response 
dates are quickly approaching and we want you to be able to 
respond promptly.

Would you like to volunteer?

The hard-working committees are seeing volunteers to work 
2-3 hour shifts to work as greeters, ushers, stair moni-
tors, and other tasks that might provide assistance to child 
caregivers.  This timeframe will allow you to assist, as well as 
devote time to prayer.
  
 We would love to offer Youth Group members the op-
portunity to volunteer.  This would be easier if parents of 
teens volunteer at the same time as their children.  There are 
so many ways to help that you could work near one another 
or on the opposite side of the building, as you wish.

Volunteer Training Session
Larry Hirsch will hold a Volunteer Training Session toward 

the end of August.  Any questions you might have about 
what is required for you to do will be answered that day.  
If you can’t attend, he will make arrangements to get you 
information.

Please plan to arrive in the downtown area early.

Finding daytime parking, in particular, can be time consum-
ing.  We will be sending parking and light rail information 
with your tickets.  Light rail is comfortable, convenient, 
economical, and ecologically friendly, especially for those of 
you who live in the Almaden Valley.

If you want to walk to shul

We will reserve rooms at one of the hotels near the 
auditorium. If you want to reserve a room, contact Jane 
Jacobson in the temple office at 292-0939 or  jjacobson@ 
templesanjose.org. Erev Rosh Hashanah - $135 per night, 
Erev Yom Kippur - $89 per night. Parking ranges from $5 in 
a local lot to $18 hotel valet parking.

Deadlines

Tickets – order as soon as possible
Volunteering to participate in services by July 31
September Connections High Holy Days  greetings  
 by August 1
Memorial Book inclusion by August August 15
Child Care registration by August 31
Reciprocal letter request by September 5

 
Rabbi Magat, Cantorial Soloist Rachel  Michelberg, and the 
Temple office staff look forward to preparing the best of 
High Holy Days services for you and yours and to greeting 
5765 with each of you.  

w e ’ r e  p r e p a r i n g  f o r

HIGH HOLY DAYS5765


